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BUGS 


HIS is the season for bugs all right. 

have heard of the Harvard professor 

naturalist, whose students constructed a 
insect which had never been seen on earth, @ 
or water. They used the thorax of one spedie 
the wings of another, the legs of a third, a 
the antennae of a fourth. They then confronte 
him with the finished product, and asked hi 
what it might be. He smiled: “I think,” he sz 
“that it is called the humbug!’ But methial 
the humbugiest bug of all is the human 
bug. Behold him applying his apple 
extracting formulas for prestige and powe 
superinduced by some wily manipulation ™ 
the human emotions. Is he not more dange 
ous than the professional “rabble-rouser” 
rantings and sputterings we are steeled aga 
An audience and social group is not inte 
by Deity to be mere putty in any man’s ha 
Increasingly, we see the rise of political 
economic Messiahs with their gold-embo 
(or gold brick) Utopias under one af 
microphone under the other and a staff of 
respondents both in front and rear. The pil 
box of correctives, restoratives and pick-meA 
remedies already is full. The principles ne 
sary to a post-war world of social reconst 
tion, however, must not be ignored this t 
We shall need greater sincerity, greater uni 
ness of purpose—to make our prayers 
efforts effective. Who wants “a noisy gong 
a clashing cymbal” as the symbol of a christia 
order? We don’t propose to put “new 
into old wine-skins,” or old wine into 1 
wine-skins, but “new wine into fresh w 
skins.” 
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by Standard 


The Truth is presented directly, 
forcefully, without excuse, ac- 
cording to the revealed Word of 
God. Powerful influence in thou- 
sands of successful schools. Choice 
of Closely Graded for Beginners 
to Young People, or Standard’s 
Uniform lessons. Evangelistic, 
inspiring, ALL Bible! Send for in- 
formation about Uniform, or 
Prospectus on Closely Graded. 
State department in which in- 
terested. Address Desk Ex. 8 
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ROOTED deep in the heart of some member 
of your congregation is the memory of one who 


has meant much to him in life. 


It is a vivid memory, a precious memory, a 
memory that cries out for expression. And 
though he search the world, he will find no 
medium of expression quite so beautiful or 
appropriate as the music of a Harmonically 
Tuned Deagan Carillon. 


May we send you details of a plan that helps to 
assure the installation of a Memorial Carillon 
in your church at the earliest possible moment 
following victory? J. C. Deagan, Inc., 141 
Deagan Bldg., Chicago 13, III. 


DEAGAN 
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"Old Buttonwood” 
The Presbyterian Ministers’ } 
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the ‘‘Fund for Pious Uses” | 
in 1717. Its birthplace was | 
“Old _Buttonwood,” the} 
First Presbyterian Churth | 
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The Exposit 


NELSON TUCK 


VHE ship, crowded to the gunwales, was 
plowing through the North Atlantic 
when the torpedo struck. She began to 

. The soldiers, mostly land-lubbers, 

hed up their lifebelts and waited uneasily 

heir assigned stations. 

.eross the slanting decks, walked the chap- 

S—a priest, a rabbi and two Protestants— 

ning the men, trying to reassure them. 

rer John P. Washington found one fright- 

1 young soldier who had lost his lifebelt. 

ver Washington gave his own belt to the 

lier and saw the boy safely over the side. 

.S the vessel foundered, the four chaplains 

d together, hand in hand on the bridge. 

four had now given up their lifebelts. A 

ng sailor saw them as he abandoned ship. 

ir faces were turned to Heaven, their lips 
ing in prayer. The four are listed as 
ssing.”” 

he heroism of these men—Father Wash- 

on of Kearny, N. J.; the Rev. George L. 

, a Methodist, of Chicopee Falls, Mass.; 

xander D. Goode, the rabbi, of York, Pa.; 

Rey. Clark V. Poling, of the Reformed 

rch, Schenectady, N. Y.—stands out even 

mg the records of our chaplains. And it is 
allant record studded with self-sacrifice, 
ism and frequent death. 

Vherever the fighting men go, the chap- 

s go with them. Whatever danger the 

ier or sailor undergoes, the chaplain shares. 

‘ou find his little truck, loaded with relig- 

articles and whatever candy, magazines, 
spapers and cigarettes he scrapes up, bump- 
along a battle-scarred road between am- 
ition lorries. 

der shellfire, he carries his life in his 

is as he goes among the wounded, helps 

stretcher bearers, hears the confessions of 

g men, takes down last messages to wives 

mothers, gives what comfort he can to the 

srers of war. 

nd when the battle is over, he identifies 

buries the dead, taking charge of their 
onal belongings and setting up the lonely 
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MEN OF GOD 


ON THE BATTLEFIELD 


little wooden crosses that stand in Europe, in 
Africa and the Pacific Islands. 

At Bataan, Chaplain William T. Cummings 
walked into a crowded hospital immediately 
after Japanese bombers had passed over. 
“That was pretty bad, men,” he said. ‘‘Let 
us pray that they don’t come back.” 

Standing in the middle of the ward, he 
lifted his arms and his voice in prayer. His 
slow, calm words soothed the tense, wounded 
men. His quiet voice brought them a 
moment's surcease. 

But the Japs did come back. Outside, they 
were strafing the ground with machine guns, 
and around the hospital, bombs screamed to 
earth. Shrapnel shrilled through the thin 
walls of the building, tearing through the 
ward in a blistering crossfire. There was not 
a break, not a falter in the chaplain’s voice as 
his prayer went on, not even when a jagged 
chunk of red hot metal tore through his 
shoulder and when another broke his arm. 

When the last bomb had fallen, the chap- 
lain ended his prayer. He turned to another 
chaplain who had just entered and said, “All 
right, partner, take over. I’m wounded.” 

In Africa, Chaplain Clement M. Falter, of 
Akron, Ohio, was one of the first Americans 
killed. Though his men begged him to re- 
main aboard the transport, he insisted on going 
ashore with a storming party. He had barely 
stepped upon the beach when he was struck 
down. Posthumously, he was awarded the 
Order of the Purple Heart. 

Chaplain George D. McClelland, of Fair- 
bury, Nebraska, won a Silver Star for courage 
in ministering to the wounded under heavy 
fire. At Clark Field, in the Philippines, Chap- 
lain Ralph D. Brown, a captain of Seattle, 
Washington, won the Distinguished Service 
Cross for taking wounded men to the Hospital 
while the Japanese were unleashing the 
heaviest bombing attack of the campaign. 

Chaplain Eugene L. Daniels, of Atlanta, 
Georgia, won the Silver Star for staying behind 
with a medical unit in Africa to care for five 
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wounded men, all stretcher cases, while the 
American troops temporarily retreated. Four 
of the wounded men were Germans. 

This is the kind of man who is caring for 
the religious needs of your man in the service. 
Chaplains are the shock troops in what is 
perhaps the greatest campaign of religious en- 
couragement ever undertaken. Military regu- 
lations forbid forcing any man to attend relig- 
ious services, but such observances are en- 
couraged in every way possible. 

To that end, the army aims to have one 
chaplain for every 1200 soldiers. They are 
selected from the various churches in propor- 
tion to the religious affiliations of the soldiers. 
About seventy-five per cent of them are of the 
various Protestant denominations, and the re- 
mainder are Catholics and Jews. Wherever 
possible, chaplains are. assigned to troops 
largely of the same faith. 

However, chaplains visit back and forth as 
much as possible in order that every man may 
attend services of his own church as often 
as possible. When other arrangements can- 
not be made, each chaplain usually leads regu- 
lar services in his own denomination and also 
non-denominational services, which include 
responsive readings, readings from the Scrip- 
tures, prayer and singing. 

Many times on the battlefield, a chaplain of 
one church ministers to the last needs of a 
man of another faith. On Bataan, Catholics 
and Protestants both held funeral services for 
the dead whose faiths could not be determined. 

Army equipment is designed to meet such 
emergencies. The simple wooden chapels, 
modeled after a typical early American church 
and found in every permanent camp, may be 
used for services of any denomination. It 
is the work of but a few minutes to transform 
the chapels so that a priest, a minister or a 
rabbi can use them. 

Chaplains are supplied with hymnals of two 
sizes, one for field and the other for chapel 
use. Each book is divided into Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish sections, and the field 
manual includes a service which may be per- 
formed by a lay soldier in the absence of a 
chaplain. The book makes no distinction be- 
tween the various Protestant denominations. 

Chaplains’ supplies include field desks, type- 
writers, portable organs, assembly tents, and 
the blue chaplain’s flag, marked with a cross 
or a double tablet and the Star of David. A 
special fund keeps them supplied with such 
things as Communion sets, Stations of the 
Cross and Yahrzeit lamps. 

All chaplains are commissioned officers, and 


Page 354 


must pass the regular physical examinati¢ 
have college and seminary degrees and 
least two years of experience, and they m 
be recommended by their churches. is 
wear the regulation uniform, but to it is add 
the insignia of the Cross. 

As non-combatants, they may not carry 
use arms. The army and churches both ins 
upon observance of this rule to avoid givi 
the least color of excuse for enemy reprisi 
on captured chaplains. 

An important part of the instruction is 
prepare the chaplains to understand that t 
will be dealing with fighting men only. 
must learn how to preach to their men, 
understand them, to live with men and she 
their lives. With that object in mind, seve 
chaplains attached to paratroops have g 
through the regular course of paratrot 
training and made their jumps. 

On duty, the chaplain serves as a gene 
big brother to his men. He helps orient 
men, corresponds with families who may © 
to him if their soldier gets into trouble, inte 
venes with their officers if they are in troub 
visits the sick as well as the prisoners in 
guardhouse, and helps smooth the way of 1 
new and homesick conscript. 

Chaplains report regularly on their wo 
and there’s drama in the cryptic phrases 
their reports. From Schofield  Barrad 
Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, a chapla 
wrote: “Baptism of baby. Short form becau 
of air raid.” ; 

Another, Chaplain John J. McDonnell, 
Brooklyn, New York, reported in a bri 
phrase from Bataan that he had held a bu 
service behind the Japanese lines. How did 
get there and then return safely? He didr 
say. : 

The quiet heroism of these men has be 
evidenced in another way, too. As m0 
combatants, those who are captured could a 
for release and be sent home. Virtually no 
have done so. They prefer to remain with tl 
other prisoners of war. 

And occasionally, individual heroism shin 
out like the chaplain who died at Pearl Harbc 
on the first day of war. He was with a gro 
of sailors in an anchored, sinking ship, 
escape cut off except through a porthole. 

As the salt water rose around them, t 
chaplain gave his place to one sailor after a 
other, until it was too late. “I’m all righ 
fellows,” he said. ‘Go ahead.” 

A moment later, he went to meet his Go 
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PRAYER 
CHANGES THINGS 


FRANK B. FAGERBURG, D.D. 


JRAYER, when it is real and_ sincere, 
helps a man to see true values. Nothing 
more certainly happens to us, and noth- 

is more dangerous, than the warping of 

sense of values. Judging by our lives and 
by our words houses are more important 
homes; how one dresses is more impor- 
than what one thinks or how he lives; 

S appearance is more important than one’s 

acter; and success is more important than 

zrity. 

7hen a man really prays he climbs to the 

| of God and from there he can look 

n upon life. This bird’s-eye view reveals 

t is truly big and what it little. Ant-hills 

ch have seemed so big take their relative 

surement against the mountains of truly 
ortant values. 

dversity many times performs this ministry. 

< in the depression many a person, through 
got a new perspective upon values. The 

y is told that when the Titanic was going 

mn a woman who had already found a place 

_ lifeboat, asked for permission to return 

er stateroom. There were but three min- 
allowed, but she hurried through the 

1g corridors. Doubtless there were in her 
room treasures such as money and jewels 
+h ordinarily she would have desired above 
ything else. Instead of seeking them she 

id three oranges and took them with her 

ler place in the lifeboat. Yes, there are 

ss when oranges are more precious than 
10nds. 

That a shame if a man has to be shaken 

y an earthquake to make him see what is 

y important. Prayer can perform the same 

istry. If you do not believe it, try talking 

with God some of the aims and purposes 
+h now obsess you. Take up to the level 
yrayer your pride and vanity and see how 
are deflated. Try talking to God about 

g prettier or wealthier or better clothed 

“someone else and see what happens. Just 

9 man can honestly pray about his schemes 


ingeles, Calif. 
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of deceit or impurity, so no man can honestly 
pray about his selfish ambitions. In prayers 
one must either be big and unselfish in interests 
or keep still. Dragging pettiness into the hour 
of prayer is like letting swine loose in the 
sanctuary. 

Yes, prayer changes things by changing one’s 
conviction of what is important. A man of 
thirty has shifted completely the emphasis he 
had at ten. In twenty years he has matured. 
Just so a man matures spiritually in prayer. 
In the prayer experience many of his interests 
look much like the marbles or candy of a 
child. When a man thus changes at the 
center of his thinking he must change some 
things at the circumference too. Alteration 
within makes inevitable alteration without. 
Prayer changes things by changing a man’s 
appraisal of values. 

Prayer also changes things by making a man 
submissive to the will of God. God can do 
for, in and through a man who is willing, 
what God cannot possibly do for, in and 
through, a man who is not willing. Fre- 
quently you have heard people say: “Why 
should I pray? God knows all about me. 
He can do what He wants without my bother- 
ing to pray.” No. God will not—indeed I 
think me must say He cannot—force Himself 
upon a man’s life. 

Puppets might be pushed and pulled as God 
chooses, but personalities are made with the 
power of free will. Man’s power of choice 
makes him able to say “I will,” but it enables 
him also to say “TI will not.” 

This fact is illustrated every day in our 
human relationships. At this very hour there 
are literally thousands of parents who are 
broken hearted over their children’s unwill- 
ingness to let them help. A gift requires not 
only a giver but a recipient too. We know 
there are some things which cannot be given 
unless they are accepted. Here is a father 
who sees great possibilities in his boy. With 
all his heart he craves to make available for his 
son an education which will give his poten- 
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tialities a chance. But an education cannot 
be thrown at the lad. Education 1s utterly 
impossible until the boy wants it and willingly 
cooperates to get it. So the father is helpless 
until his son says “yes.” 

There are some things which even God 
cannot do for you until you are willing. Man's 
house of life has a door that unlocks only on 
the inside. Prayer is man’s opening the door 
and saying to the Divine, “Come in!” That 
is the picture which comes to us in Revelation 
(3: 20)—‘Behold I stand at the door, and 
knock: If any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.” 

‘Prayer changes things by giving God a 

chance through man’s submissive will. Prayer 
is stubborn man yielding and saying ‘yes’ to 
God. : 
Prayer too, is exposing man’s life to the 
presence of God. Of course there is a sense 
in which God is round about us in spite of 
ourselves, but man can let his sin and neglect 
form a shield which keeps out His light. Out- 
side my house today the light and air are at 
work but when I raise the shades and throw 
open the windows I expose the inside to sun- 
shine and fresh air that they may do their 
beneficent work. 

Grass and trees cannot be grass and trees 
without long hours of exposure to the light. 


Prayer is letting the ultra-violet rays of the 


Eternal Presence have a chance at our souls. 
Physically it is so apparent; spiritually, we have 
difficulty in really believing it. The Psalmist 
says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God.” 
The prayer experience in which most happens 
is when man in mute adoration and commun- 
ion simply exposes himself to the Light. 

Spring comes in spite of us. True—but 
there are tiny areas in which I can keep out 
the Spring. Spring in my basement is much 
like autumn or winter. If by some magic I 
could move my house and for a month expose 
the earth, now hidden away in darkness, to 
the sunshine, the place would be covered with 
growth. I need not plant a thing. I just need 
to give the sunshine a chance. 

Prayer is exposing my soul to God. Beyond 
my power to calculate are the possibilities with 
which my life is sown. When the light of 
God shines upon me the seeds of thought, 
aspiration and resolve burst into life and 
gtowth. Prayer changes things by permitting 
God's light to pull up into bud, bloom and 
fruit the potentialities of my inmost self, 

Lastly, prayer changes things by making men 
and women strong to do and to endure. Prayet 
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is the channel connecting human need wi 
divine strength. 
“We kneel how weak; we rise how 
full of power.” 

If God is—as we believe—there is in th 
universe spiritual power beyond our mind 
ability. to conceive. We have learned th 
this is indeed true of the physical univers 
so we harnes§ the waterfall, coal and oil : 
supply electricity. I can see the process bi 
I cannot understand the mystery behind it. 
know that when I make the connection @ 
radio speaks, the lights come on and the moto 
turn. Just so things happen when men lear 
how to make the connection with the Sour 
of spiritual energy. Prayer is making t 
connection. 

I am sure we must more and more see wh 
Jesus did down in the valley among men 
needs in the light of what He did upon th 
mountain. He was above all else a man « 
prayer. The apostle Paul out of a life ( 
prayer said: “I can do all things throu, 
Christ.” 

Prayer gave to Paul and Jesus also, 
power to endure. Yes, prayer changes thi 
not always by changing events, but by m 
praying men strong to face events and a 
be crushed by them. So Jesus’ prayer that 
cup pass was not fulfilled, but He receiv 
strength to go triumphantly even to the Cr 
When Paul prayed three times that the tho 
be removed the answer came—''My grace 
sufficient.” 

Why cheat ourselves? If prayer is even 
fraction of what we have said, we had bett 
have a larger place for it in every day's lif 
Prayer helps a man to see true values. ope 
the door to God, exposes life to the source 
Light, connects man’s need with Divine pow 
You cannot afford to live a prayerless life. 


: 
I LIVE IN A WORLD OF STARS 
I live in a world of stars, 
Of forces under law: 
I live in a world of truth | 
That sees beyond the flaw: | 
I live with music, flowers, 
Beauty for hearing, seeing: 
I live in a world of faith 
That justifies my being. 


Though storms will come, and fears 
And suffering, and dying, : 
My soul will ever soar, 
And be glad for trying. 
A Power, Wisdom, Love, 
Greater than mine for knowing 
Still guides this world to God, 
And thrills me into growing! 


—J. W. Bare. 
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7] HILE walking through historic Boston 
Common one afternoon, a friend and 
I saw a large group of people gathered 
nd an impassioned speaker. It was soon 
ent that the orator was the ambassador 
vhat was to us—and to many in the aud- 
e—a false gospel, that of Karl Marx and 
in. The doctrines he enunciated, largely 
neans of innuendo, included those of Class 
, the forcible overthrow of Capitalism, the 
atorship of the Proletariat. These doc- 
es were repulsive to us. But what capti- 
d and held us enthralled was the fervor 
downright seriousness of the advocate. As 
walked away, my friend said, “If we could 
s that passion behind our Christian Gospel, 
t couldn’t the Christian enterprise accom- 
h! So it was that Jesus, after telling His 
iples the story of the Unjust Steward, 
ed by saying, “The children of this world 
© FURTHER AHEAD in dealing with 
r own generation than the children of 
at,’ (Luke 16: 8, 9, Moffatt). It was the 
anny shrewdness of the Unjust Steward the 
d praised. In cruder vernacular,— “These 
Idly wiselings can teach you a lot. They 
1 a march on you! They specialize on 
sight rather than hindsight. They take 
by surprise!’” So on one occasion He 
1onished them to be “wise as serpents and 
mless as doves.” 
What then can those of us who are pro- 
ed followers of the Christian Way learn 
n those who are enemies of that Way? At 
t several things should be mentioned. 


I 
‘he most casual observer of recent world 
ory cannot but be impressed with the 
atical seriousness with which the enemy of 
istianity holds the doctrines of his faith! 
us to complain that his religion—and make 
mistake, it is a religion!—is a false virus 
1 deadly poison in it, is to no avail. Regrets 
not change realities. The elder Huxley 
1 to say that it is the mark of intelligence 
-a man is willing to sit down and face 


itree, Mass. 


gust, 1945 


AARON N. MECKEL 


the facts as a little child. True, the ideas and 
doctrines of the enemy are meretriciously 
false: but, observe that he presents them to 
his followers with a positiveness and a chal- 
lenge that oftentimes shames our own luke- 
warmness in this respect. Has not someone de- 
fined fanaticism as “redoubling your effort 
after you have lost your aim!” 

It is a sobering experience to visit a war 
hospital in times like these. One comes away 
with the feeling that once and for all, this 
must be the last war. In his first talk to the 
American Public, President Harry Truman 
called for the positive faith that demands that 
an end be put to the scourge of war. The 
commentator, Lowell Thomas, speaking over 
the radio from the European war front made 
mention of the fact that another war might 
mean the end of all civilization, our own 
included. But what most interested the writer 
while in a war hospital was the sight of a Nazi 
face, hard, determined, spiritually uncon- 
quered! Those men working as prisoners in 
the American hospital corridor were only our 
captives, physically. Look at a typical Nazi 
face, especially that of a youth who has known 
nothing else than Nazi conditioning, and be 
convinced. That is why our keenest analytical 
minds are hinting that spiritually and ideo- 
logically speaking this Second World War 
is good to last for at least a hundred years! 

What of our Christian “faces’’? Is reso- 
lution, firmness written on them, or are they 
“soft,” spiritually flabby, sentimental faces? 
There is spiritual dynamite sufficient in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to blast into smithereens 
all false religions of the day. The question is, 
Are we of the Christian Churches aware of 
it? Or, are we harboring the delusion that 
the Christian religion is a series of harmless 
pleasantries, a congeries of innocuous plati- 
tudes? Are we forgetting that it was said of 
our spiritual ancestry, Hither are come they 
who turn the world upside down? 

The grand, oaken heart of Christian 
Faith is epitomized in the confessional  state- 
ment of the Ethiopian treasurer: “I believe 
that’ Jesus Christ is the Son of God,” (Acts 
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8:37). Christianity takes the leadership prin- 
ciple so perverted in this day of ours, and 
redeems it of false accretions. It then holds 
before the eyes of all men the Christ who 
alone is the Blessed and only Potentate of 
humanity. In the ringing phrase of Pastor 
Martin Niemeeller in his cell at Sachsenhausen, 
“God is my Fuehrer!”’ Remember how, in the 
year 1588, the Roman Catholic Philip II 
launched a crusade against Protestant England 
with his “Invincible Armada.’ Medina Sidonia, 
commander of the Spanish fleet, waited in vain 
for the English to draw near and finally 
sailed up the English Channel. There the 
British won a victory that marked a new era 
in the world’s history. The Armada proved 
to be everything but invincible. Upon the 
return of Medina Sidonia to Spain, Philip 
consoled him by saying, “It 1s impossible to 
fight against God!” Can we, in this fateful 
day, positively, confidently hold up the truth 
as it is in Christ, and say to the enemy, You 
cannot fight against the living God Who has 
once and for all spoken and acted in His Son? 
We must out-strategize the enemy when it 
comes to firmness and positiveness of faith. 
Else, as Jesus said, the children of this world 
shall be wiser in dealing with their generation 
than we who have received the Light. 


II 


Notice the shrewdness and foresight of the 


enemy of Christianity in stealthily pouncing 
upon the youth of his nation, and molding 
them to his own corrupt ends! What left us 
of the Christian democracies so stunned was 
the suddenness with which he accomplished 
this juvenile aspect of his total goal. And yet, 
an American educator has said that, given the 
impressionable mind of the youth of any na- 
tion, and the same thing could be accom- 
plished. After all, lying propaganda and 
untruth seep into the child mind as easily as 
the truth, and once there are perhaps more 
difficult to dislodge! At any rate, torn from 
the legitimate matrix of home and church, 
Nazi youth was soon marching the streets of 
its Fatherland, declaring “Not Jesus Christ, 
but Adolph Hitler is our fuehrer.”’ 

We of the Christian churches of America 
still have a glorious opportunity to win our 
youth to a fervent loyalty and love for Jesus 
Christ and His Cause. Will we make the 
most of that opportunity? Or will we hesi- 
tate, delay, until a generation that knows not 
the Faith of its Fathers comes to maturity? 
Thus, C. E. M. Joad of Britain speaks of “the 
wistful agnosticism which has been character- 
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istic of the last two generation.” He then add 
“The young men of the late twenties an 
thirties, WANTING DESPERATELY TO BI 
LIEVE, have found no suitable object upe 
which to focus their faith, “They hay 
been like men stripped, desperately anxious f 
clothes to cover their nakedness " “Aa 
as nature abhors a vacuum in the spiritu. 
world no ‘less than in the physical, they hay 
sought, in political and social creeds, substitut 
channels through which the springs of ideali 
aspiration and emotional veneration might fin 
an outlet.” (God and Evil, pp.13-14.) S 
wonder,—let us add—that even C. E. M. J 
himself is coming home to roost in Moth 
Church! A lad in the Armed Forces 4% 
America writes his pastor, “In those momen 
of discouragement and dejection which com 
to all of us away from home, I find snatche 
of your sermons coming to my mind, 
lighting the way out of fog.” Suppose ai 
that that lad had been raised in a spiritu 
indifferent home, of which there are so mam 
How differently that letter would have reac 
Certainly, there can be no tragedy like th 
of the child of a Christ-less home! 
It is significant that the enemy believed 
the power of public worship, and put the ide 
to work, in his own behalf. He set up h 
own cultus, and systematically instituted shrine 
throughout his nation. Here he assembled h 
youth and shrewdly inoculated them with ¢ 
doctrines of paganism. The Bible was not s 
much discarded as re-written under the aeg 
of pagan minds. The symbol of the Cross w: 
replaced with that of the Swastika, or the pi 
tures of his fuehrers. The Japanese aol 
their school children at regular intervals befo 
their Shinto shrines, where they offer obeisan 
to the emperor. Yes, while we of Amefi 
and Britain were growing slack in church a 
tendance, the enemy of Christianity made it 
part of his over-all strategy, and capitalize 
on our slackness. He also made use of th 
dramatic, of martial music, of pageantry an 
colorful uniforms to captivate the imaginatic 
of his youth. It has been wisely said that ¥ 
shall never get rid of war until we eradica 
the military band! So the Nazis “goos 
stepped” their youth, chanting all the whil 
“Heute haben wir unser vaterland. Morge 
die ganze welt.” In the Red Square of Mo 
cow, Communist youth were marching an 
singing as they passed the tomb of Leni: 
“We are building a new world.” Given 
religion that not only THINKS in intellectu 
terms, but ‘also FEELS and MARCHES ar 
(Continued on page 380) 
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» Church’s Berchtesgaden 


YHE = foundation principle of living 
Christianity cannot be less than brother- 
‘hood and love, regardless of what else 
ay or should be. 
ver battered and torn nationalistic barriers 
2 former day a new world conscience is 
ig and if the Christian Church is to be 
tical enough to serve the needs of men, it 
must transcend the rigid patterns of gone 
in all but its most fundamental concepts, 
ch by their very nature are invariable, if it 
) lead a world’s people over into the fra- 
it paths of that universal brotherhood and 


he moment the church ceases or fails to 
tion as the instrument of personal salva- 
it seals its own death-warrant, but it must 
gnize too, that the admonition, ‘Thou 
t love thy neighbor as thyself,” which is the 
cornerstone of ‘true religion and unde- 
’ did not presume isolationism on its part 
more than on that of the individual mem- 
If the provision of social contacts and 
oftunity for worship was ever sufficient, 
ch I doubt, the day demands of the church 
ething more vital and demands it of the 
tch universal. 
he individual parish, with its sick and 
essed, its widowed and orphans has long 
wn, at least, and after a fashion has met 
bligation. But only restricted vision would 
nit it to stop there for after all, the parish- 
ad service to and for fellowmen is wholly 
rincial, a common charge made widely 
nst Church activities, of proportions suff- 
t to embarrass the best of us, so far have 
fallen short of the world-wide vision and 
ditective “Go ye therefore and teach all 
ons.” 
he thought of the Church serving “all na- 
s” of course presupposed a unified effort. 
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Honest unity of effort presupposes the lowering 
of denominational fences which most of us 
must admit have ever shut out more than they 
have taken in, even when based upon some 
such over-emphasized passage as that concern- 
ing being unequally yoked together with un- 
believers. Lowering denominational fences 
pfesupposes association with unbelievers which 
in turn is presupposed by world-wide brother- 
hood and love, in actuality. 

And so we are back on the old vicious 
circle treadmill, wearing out shoe-leather in 
our ceaseless travels, but getting nowhere with 
high expedition. 

Where the hot finger of Mars has touched, 
it has seared. Take any war-zone, today, 
right now. There you have hungry children. 
There you have war-torn and crazed refugees. 
There you have desperately treated prisioners. 
Disease, destitution, dilemma, disaster. There 
are the heritages left by war on the larger 
portion of humankind. The heaven-high cry 
for the fundamental Christian services of the 
Church is so acute it transcends even differ- 
ences of creed and ritual wherever the Church 
of God is the Church of God. If the Church 
be not the Good Samaritan in this her day of 
opportunity, let her forever cease to preach on 
such texts as Luke 10:33. 

Divisiveness is too long the Churches’ 
Achilles Heel. “All one body, we,” is some- 
thing to sing about! Our own inconsistency 
between preachment and practice has had a 
long run. Today the world calls for some- 
thing a bit more sturdy. It calls for unified 
action on a world-wide scale and the comfort 
and quiet of one’s own individual sacristy must 
eventually be a little “Berchtesgaden” when 
its occupant has forgotten ‘Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one. of the least of these.” 


Se 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


The Trunk 


The following bit of philosophy, directed to 
the Graphic Arts Industry, by Philip Mann, 
Editor of the York Trade Compositor, is repro- 
duced here as a “seed thought” for the 
preacher, no matter where his preaching sta- 
tion may be located. 

Philip Mann says, “A theatrical tradition 
which goes back at least as far as Elizabethan 
times is the habit of referring to an actor's 
knowledge of parts and stage business as his 
trunk. For example, burlesque comics of the 
old school carried about in their heads a vast 
repertoire of gags and skits which they could 
bring into the show at a moment's notice. 


When they produced a gag so ancient that 


everyone thought it to be new they sometimes 
remarked, ‘I got that one from the bottom of 
the trunk.’ 

“In the showmanship of advertising, an in- 
dispensable part of every trouper’s equipment 
is a trunk filled with ideas gathered in passing 
from every possible source. It is dangerous 
for an advertising man to limit his experience 
to narrow business channels or to despise the 
old merely because it is old. One very talented 
advertising man known to the writer produces 
some of his most effective ‘modern’ ideas by 
consciously returning to page one of the book 
of printed selling and digging up an idea that 
is moldering in the dust. He brushes off the 
accumulated dust of old-fashioned design and 
reveals the kernel of the idea in new and 
startling form. Then his clients congratulate 
him for his originality and other designers, 
seeking novelty, copy his lead. He knows that 
a good idea continues to be a good idea through 
the centuries. Often it only needs a suitable 
change of dress. 

“Now that advertising is deep in the modern 
age in which creators of advertising are called 
upon to produce the new and startling, experi- 
enced troupers should not be stampeded into 
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giving up the frank of ideas which they ha 
accumulated. If you examine this and oth 
issues of , you will see that sor 
of its most unusual ideas are an expression, 
new terms, of some of the oldest—and me 
successful—methods of presenting an adv 
tising message. Who knows? Perhaps sor 
of these ideas were just developed, unknoy 
to us, to sell merchandise to the jaded pub 
of Egypt more than 3,000 years ago.” 

The preacher's trunk will show that ft 
methods used 1900 years ago by Jesus ai 
those whom He coached in spreading the Wo 
are still the most effective. Methods fou 
effective in bringing souls to God are ney 
out of date. Sermons based on Scripture % 
ever timely. A phrase here and there may 
changed to bring the meaning into agreeme 
with today’s use of words, but the thirst f 
knowledge of God can be satisfied in the sar 
manner as was found effective through t 
ages,— "show them the Father.” 


Why I Like Methodist Ritual 


As a layman, I like ritual in the church s 
vice because it offers me greater participatic 
It is excellent to be preached to, prayed for a 
sung to, but I like to join in the worship n 
self. In some churches I have had little or 
chance to express myself. The responsive re: 
ings were omitted, stanzas of hymns, and ey 
entire hymns, were passed by. I felt mays 
crowded out of my particular portion of | 
service. 

I like ritual, too, because there is much Set 
ture in it. There is a first lesson, there i: 
second lesson, and there is enough of each 
make an impression. Why should we not hi 
the Word in our churches more than we d 
Is it better to use the time for Bible readi 
for a “‘fourthly’”’ in the sermon? 

Then I like ritual because the Bible is su 
to us and by us, as well as read. We sing a 
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= sung to us such trivial things, sometimes; 
when the wonderful Bible songs are sung, 
1 as the Magnificat, the Benedictus, the 
1c Dimittis, and all the others, there is a 
uplift for the layman. 
itual, too, gives a better introduction for an 
igelistic sermon than anything else. It does 
start off a service with flashy guise of dog- 
istic songs and music of the thinnest type. 
gets into serious matters right away, and 
9s the worshiper’s earnest attention until the 
10n begins. 
would say that the most effective use of our 
al is embraced in the period beginning with 
Advent season and continuing to and in- 
ling Trinity Sunday. For the Sundays after 
uity, condensation of the ritual, or even its 
sional elimination might be advisable in 
ly churches. And during the Christmas and 
ter seasons, I think it would be appropriate 
levise some modification of our ritual spe- 
ally suitable for such times of praise and 
iksgiving, that would accent our belief: in 
jumphant Christ. 
\bove all, I would advocate ritual because 
ppeals to our young people. I have seen 
ry of our best youth, through a long period 
years, deserting our Methodist temples and 
ing liturgical churches. I have not always 
wn why they have done this, but I am the 
1 of Methodist who likes to keep our grow- 
generation with us, as I think Methodism 
a message of its own. And one of the 
ndations of this message is the Methodist 
tgy of John Wesley.—By E. B. Hurlburt, 
man of East Cleveland, Ohio, in The Chris- 
| Advocate. 


secret of Prayer 


n prayer, there are two parties, God and 
1. God in his inconceivable holiness and 
y and love; man in his littleness, his sin- 
less, his impotence. Our thoughts of what 
yer is will depend on the point of view. If, 
s mostly done, we just think of our own 
ds and desires, or our own efforts to pray, 
our own faith as to the certainty of an 
wer, we shall soon find that there is no real 
rer in our prayer. It is only when we re- 
1 prayer in the light of God, the deep in- 
st He takes in us, the wonderful love with 
ch He waits to answer prayer, the Almighty 
rer which is the pledge of what He can and 
do; and above all, the grace of our Lord 
s Christ, and the Holy Spirit by which He 
iself will strengthen us for the faith and 
everance that are needed, that we shall be 
-to know what joy and power there are in 
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prayer; and we shall begin to see what an in- 
finite difference it makes whether we look at 
prayer in the light of earth, or of heaven, in 
the light of man’s littleness or the infinite glory 
of the Living God—Andrew Murray. 


Before Making Important Decisions 


Roger W. Babson’s book on this title, pub- 
lished by Lippincott, $1.00, was written to 
show how Churches, especially the Church 
edifices, can be of real help to businessmen 
and others when faced with important deci- 
sions. It is a book for everyone. There are 
11 chapters in 80 pages, and can be read in 
sections, or as a whole. The theme of the 
volume is the everywhereness of spiritual forces 
for the help and guidance of humankind. 

This would make a helpful and valued 
graduation gift. The small volume can be car- 
ried in the pocket or handbag. Ask for it at 
your book-dealer, library, or write The Ex- 
positor at East Aurora, New York. 


Picnics and Outings 


Group outings and family picnics will as- 
sume special importance this summer, when 
vacations will be spent at home. Refreshment 
and car pooling may be regulated through com- 
mittees at the Church, and such plans should 
include the ‘‘bread-winner’’ for the family, as 
well as the long hours necessary in managing 
the home without paid assistance, call for out- 
of-doors recreation whenever possible, and 
well-planned group outings provide fellowship 
necessary to most of us during these days of 
stress. 


pS Se 


Fire Hazards 


If your local Church property has not been 
inspected for Fire Hazards, mark your calendar 
for such an inspection. In company with the 
Church custodian, the pastor and governing 
board of the Church, should make a complete 
sutvey of inspection. 

Any pastor not familiar with the routine of 
inspection can secure a blank form for use in 
such a survey of the Church property, for the 
purpose of discovering fire hazards. The 
blanks are available at the Interdenominational 
Bureau of Architecture, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, New York, for 10c in coin, or 
in stamps. Mr. E. M. Conover, Director of the 
Bureau, says that 2,800 Church fires occurred 
in 1942, with a loss of $5,100,000, and most 
of them could have been prevented by proper 
inspection. 
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Giver’s Guide 


The National Information Bureau, 205 East 
42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y., publishes a 
Giver’s Guide to National Philanthropy 1944- 
45, at ten cents a copy. The Guide lists 130 
accredited national philanthropies whose expen- 
ditures last year totaled $350,000,000. The 
Bureau advises contributors with respect to the 
reliability of national and international chari- 
ties and philanthropies. 


Benevolent Fund Voted, $8,173,140 


The 157th General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A., Minneapolis, 
voted to raise a total of $8,173,140 in the com- 
ing year. Two million was assigned to women’s 
organizations, the balance to Churches. 


~ 


Facts on Claims About 

Liquor Rations to Service Men 

Jacob S. Payton, Public Relations, Gen. 
Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains, 
1137 Woodward Building, Washington 5, D. 
GS says: 

“There have appeared in the Religious press 
occasional statements that the men in the armed 
forces are being supplied with beer and whisky, 
to the exclusion of soft drinks. 
of this kind are disturbing to parents of sons 
in the service, Bishop Edwin F. Lee, Director 
of the General Commission on Army and Navy 
Chaplains, thought it advisable to obtain factual 
information concerning the Post Exchange 
services to troops. 

“The inquiry of Bishop Lee brought a reply 
from the Department of War as follows: 

“The Army does not issue beer, whisky or 
soft drinks to its personnel. All overseas Post 
Exchanges may requisition and are, as far as 
possible, supplied with beer and soft drinks 
for sale to personnel. The sale of whisky or 
other distilled liquors is prohibited. Because 
of military factors and shipping difficulties, it 
is impossible to supply the full demand for 
beer and soft drinks in overseas theaters. For 
this reason, the Post Exchanges have instituted 
their own rationing systems, covering the sale 
of these items. The Army attempts to supply 
the Post Exchanges with one case (24 bottles) 
pet man per month of both beer and _ soft 
drinks, although the theater commander may, 
at his discretion, increase or decrease the con- 
sumption quota of any item, subject, of course, 
to available supply.’ ” 
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Since reports- 


Missions 


If there has been any lingering doubt int 
gard to Missions, the experiences of our bo 
in war areas have brought enough evidence ¢ 
the “‘good fruit” to dispel such doubt. 

Every denomination has well-planned mat 
rials for study courses, and the pastor's task 
to make known the need to his people, ar 
acquaint them with the source of material 
Bible study, and visual education material a 
two “musts” in organizing this work. “Or 
picture is worth a thousand words” is still tru 
Remote areas of the world of men have becon 
familiar to citizens throughout our lar 
through sons, brothers, husbands, and throug 
‘‘News-Casts” and people are anxious to leas 
more about the lands where our serviceme 
have been welcomed, because our vanguard ¢ 
missionaries have prepared the way. Howeve 
the need of missions is still based on the san 
fundamental commission of Jesus, “Go ¥ 
...” (Luke 9:60b “but go thou and prea 
the kingdom of God.) rather than a “r 
thank-you” for welcoming and sheltering 0 
men. There is great and urgent need for p 
to missionate the lands of our enemies, as 
basis for the greatly desired “permanent / 
lasting peace” among the nations. q 

When we ask ourselves, “What can ; 
Church do about the world drama today?” 
answer is, ‘what the Church has been doing 
only let us do it with greater zeal, deeper 001 
secration, and outward enthusiasm. Not_ 
duty alone, but a great privilege! : 


Flier Grabs Friend Sliding | 
From Plane | 


This startling headline appeared in the dai 
press April 12, 1944, as released from tl 
U. S. Liberator Base, England, and relayed | 
U. P. The dramatic story says, “Staff Sg 
Elbert E. Gilmore of Westboro, Mass., w 
blown from the top gun turret by a glancing k 
on his Liberator bomber over Bernburg, Ge 
many, and began sliding through the ope 
bomb bay towards the thousands of feet belor 
A hand gripped his ankle and he was pull 
back into the plane. 

“Where do you think you're going?” aske 
Staff Sgt. Joseph S. Knight of East Hyde Par 
N. Y., radio operator. “Nowhere now, that 
God,” Sgt. Gilmore gasped. He wasn’t wea 
ing his parachute. 

Drama? Yes, drama so intense that me 
of us fail to comprehend its meaning. Hor 
ever, let uS compare this intensely dramat 
incident which makes our nerves tingle wi 
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itude in contemplation, with’ the incompre- 
sible drama of rescuing a sinner from a 
e through life’s bomb bay into the bottom- 
pit of sin! Drama? Is there anything 
matic enough in physical life to compare 
1 the re-direction of a wandering soul? If 
want drama, let us stretch forth a saving 
d to grasp one of the thousands who are 
wn from turrets in everyday-life-surround- 
s by glancing hits, and are found sliding 
ard moral ard spiritual dangers, far more 
dus than any physical danger could be. Is 
e a figure.in history more dramatic than 
is Christ? than Peter, than Paul, than John? 
y is it drama of continuous interest to man- 
1? Because it portrays the saving of men 
women from physical or spiritual hurt, as 
ourselves yearn to be rescued, as we are 
missioned to rescue others. 


ce Relations 


fears ago, Dr. Aggrey, a distinguished 
gro, used an expressive parable. He was 
wething of a piano player, and he played a 
eful piece on the piano. “That is a tuneful 
se of music; I used only white notes for that 
ce.’ He played again another piece, no less 
eful. ‘That was an equally tuneful piece of 
sic, and I used only black notes.” Then he 
yed another piece infinitely richer and fuller 
larmony, and turned to his audience, saying, 
ou can play good music on the black keys, 
| you can play good music on the white keys, 
if you want the best and richest harmony 
must use both black and white notes.” — 
m “The Messiah Messenger,” Los Angeles. 


urch Drama Plan Adapted 


"he Conference of Congregational Churches 
the State of New York has adopted a plan 
Church plays. The plan has as its goal the 
ering of devotion to democratic ideals 
yng the children. On the theory that “one 
y is worth a dozen sermons,” each of the 
; Congregational Churches of New York 
e will present a series of plays for children 
ling with different aspects of democracy, 
h as security, respect for personality, consent 
the governed as the source of authority of 
ernment, right of freedom of thought and 
ression, tolerance, peaceful means of effect- 
changes. —— 


r War Effort’s Biggest Saboteur 


yovernment reports show that more than 
900,000,000 was spent for alcohol beverages 
1944. This is $1,000,000,000 above such 
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spending in 1943. This is an appalling waste 
not only in men and materials’ and transporta- 
tion involved in the liquor industry but even 
gteater waste in man hours lost by men who 
remain away from their jobs because of drink- 
ing. It should be stopped immediately in the 
interest of victory. That step would help to 
save the lives of many of our fine young men. 
—Journal of N.E.A., April, 1945, 


Preaching Today 


This paper is designed to bring to readezs 
suitable material for study and reference in 
sermon building. A volume is made up of 12 
issues, 12 pages to the issue, with a full index 
in No. 12. The paper is made up so an ad- 
dress may be taken from it for filing under 
text, topic, or title, without disturbing the con- 
tents of other addresses in the issue, 7.e.—you 
can pull out any one leaf, without destroying 
the reading matter on the other leaves. 

Volume six is available to any paid-up Ex- 
positor subscriber at $1.00, mailed complete in 
one bundle. There are 72 sermons in the 12 
issues of volume 6, among them— 

Adversity, Tyson; Transforming Tragedy, 
Banning; One Man Soweth—Another Reapeth, 
Nabers; War Mothers, Baker; Soldier Spirit, 
LaRue; Personal Prayer, Anderson; Memorial 
Sermon, Baker; Under the Juniper Tree, Mac- 
artney; Gomg on a Journey, Margard; Free- 
dom’s Altars, Baker; Dzyscipleship, Mellors; 
Christ and Your Need, Gouwens; Bravery, 
Macartney; Leaders for a New Day, Gouwens; 
This Generation, Staver; Dedicated Worship, 
Harris; Great Prosperity, MacDonald; Har- 
vest Thanksgiving, Howat. 

Like The Expositor, this paper is in no sense 
a “news” medium. It is strictly professional, 
based on Scripture, and regardless of publica- 
tion date, is worthy of study and reference at 
any time. 


Truth and Consequence 


In the Cathedral of Lubeck, Germany, is this 

striking inscription— 

“Thus speaketh Christ, our Lord to us: 
Ye call me, Master, and obey me not; 
Ye call me Light, and seek me not; 
Ye call me Way, and walk me not; 

Ye call me Life, and desire me not; 
Ye call me Wise, and follow me not; 
Ye call me Fair, and love me not; 

Ye call me Rich, and ask me not; 

Ye call me Eternal, and seek me not; 
Ye call me Gracious, and trust me not; 
Ye call me Noble, and serve me not; 
Ye call me Mighty, and honor me not; 
Ye call me Just, and fear me no‘; 

If I condemn you, blame me not.” 
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Text: Hebrew—4:14-16. 


N the Louvre there was, before the war, a 
painting, ‘Michel with His Foot on Satan's 
Throat.” Henry James, the great psycholo- 

gist mused over this picture and when he came 
home to his room, he wrote: “The world is 
the richer for Satan so long as we keep our 
foot on his neck.” This doesn’t mean that 
some of us must continue sinning so that Satan 
may be kept alive in order that others of us 
may be made perfect by triumphing over him. 
It simply means that before we even think 
about it, evil is with us and we have to be ever 
on our guard, else Satan will beguile us into 
sin and death. We don’t need to be philoso- 


phers to know the dread pressure of Satan's” 


temptations. Like the poor they are always 
with us. We cannot conceive of life without 
temptation and trial, and fraught with danger 
as life is on this account we would not want 
to live in a world minus the pitfalls and stum- 
blings of the devil. Having been created with 
the will to live and the freedom to choose, 
none of us is content with a hot-house exist- 
ence; we are possessed by an irresistible de- 
sire to learn even if it is “the hard way,’’ to 
discover the character of fire by scorching our 
own clothes, to measure the devil’s stature if 
by no better means than by the opposition of 
our own mortal strength. If there is tempta- 
tion, we ourselves will rise to meet it. We may 
be content to let George carry our share of re- 
sponsibility in the church, to let Uncle Sam 
collect our income tax, and let Tom, Dick, and 
Harry determine our destinies politically and 
economically, but we insist on dealing with 
our temptations ourselves. And rightly so, if 
we look upon temptation in the same light as 
did Luther, who said, “My temptations have 
been my masters in theology.” 

The elements which enter into the origin of 
sin as a conscious experience are three: “A 
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TEMPTATION 


JOHN N. McKELVEY 


nature capable of being tempted; the temp 
tion appealing to that nature; and the yieldi 
of the will to temptation. This is the ways 
begins in the life’’ of every one of us today, 

The great significance of Genesis, chapt 
three, lies in the fact that it unveils these thr 
elements with classic reality. It shows tempi 
tion coming to Adam and Eve, appearing 
it always does, from without, but appealing 
that which is within. It analyzes temptati 
into three kinds: physical appetite (good t 
food), aesthetic sensibility (a delight to @ 
eyes), and /ntellectual ambition (to be desin 
to make men wise). And it shows final 
Adam and Eve yielding to temptation, therél 
bringing sin into their own experience 4 
into the experience of mankind. There a 
many people who to ‘this day look with em 
upon Adam and Eve's experience in the Gard 
of Eden before the story of Genesis, chapt 
three, took place, but that is because they « 
not understand that the whole story of divit 
redemption and heroic living took place aft 
temptation led our first parents to sin, th 
only then did they begin to grow spiritual 
as well as physically, that only as their posteti 
has*battled with these same three elements ha 
men like you and me come to know “what 
the meaning of the breadth, the length, # 
depth, and the height, by knowing the love : 
Christ which surpasses knowledge.” 

We must not despair, then, if we a 
tempted, for by our very nature we are subje 
to temptation. Temptation is like sand, whi 
if placed under the wheels means progre: 
Temptation is like the storm which beats up 
the forest and causes the trees to root deep 
and grow stronger. Temptation like the wit 
can cause us to “rise in the scale.’ But 1 
must meet it, not flee from it, meet it like “o 
great high priest, Jesus the Son of God, wl 


was tempted in every respect like ourselves, j 
without sinning.” 


The Ewposite 


Temptation of Jesus 


this statement stood unsupported in the 
ptures we might be justified in doubting 
lain assertion of fact that Jesus Christ faced 
ptations similar in every respect to our own. 
the Gospels record quite fully the moment 
great temptation when Jesus returned in 
ted spirit after his baptism at the River 
lan and tarried forty days in the wilderness. 
the richest ship which the pirates seize, and 
yas at this occasion of divine enrichment 
Jesus was waylaid by the Tempter, just as 
with each one of us. It is striking to see 
Satan stalked his prey. 
irst, he waited until Jesus’ long period of 
ing was ended, and then when the Son of 
1 was suddenly aware of His hunger he 
pted Him on the basis of physical appetite. 
, astonishing how subtle the serpent can be! 
hat? is it possible that God has let you 
ve? In that case, if you are the Son of 
1, as was announced at the Jordan, then, 
ve it by turning this stone into bread, and 
; satisfy your hunger.’ But the devil meant 
more, as we all have found out, after we 
e listened to his beguiling words and gotten 
ig with the whiplash of self-deception. 
at he really meant to accomplish was to in- 
like a saboteur a distrust in Jesus with 
ird to God’s care. He wanted Jesus to stage 
up d'etat, setting up for Himself, thereby 
ving Himself self-sufficient. 
f would be amazing to realize how many 
ur temptations follow this pattern. More 
1 we understand we live on the plane of 
physical. Our determination to earn wealth 
he expense of the spiritual; our pride in 
ng ourselves independent of ups and downs 
he national world about us, our frank dis- 
ef in divine providence and our avowal of 
ruthless side of that doctrine of the world: 
\d helps those who help themselves;’’ our 
lency to measure life’s values on the basis 
heir capacity to delight the physical senses; 
willingness to regard them with an eye to 
future; our efforts to capture divine tran- 
idence by human methods—drunkenness, 
ltery, material regard—in a word, our ap- 
val of the pagan viewpoint: ‘‘eat, drink and 
merry, for tomorrow we die;’’ these things 
ve how frequently our temptations parallel 
first great temptation placed before Jesus 
ist. ‘ 
s if conscious of the order of succession as 
id in Genesis, chapter three, Luke gives the 
nd temptation of Jesus as the one where 
n carried the Master to a high mountain, 
ving “unto Him all the kingdoms of the 
ld in a moment of time.’’ It was a tempta- 


gust, 1945 


tion based on His aesthetic sensibility, that 
which appealed to the eye. It was something 
like trick photography, his attempt to show 
Jesus in an instant what would require months 


-and years for us to see even in these days of 


scientific marvels. The deévil’s supposition be- 
ing, if he could make the world alluring 
enough, he could delude Jesus into believing 


“that it was Satan’s to give to whomever he 


wished. 

I have no doubt that it was for this tempta- 
tion that the Tenth Commandment was writ- 
ten: “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor, nor 
thy neighbor’s house, thy neighbor’s wife, nor 
his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh- 
bor’s.’” Here certainly is the origin of unrest 
and greed as we look about us in a world of 
natural bounty, and seeing that which is good 
to look upon in our neighbor’s pussession, are 
deluded into thinking it is ours but for the 
taking. How quickly this temptation leads to 
disaster ! 

In the third instance Satan appealed to 
Christ’s intellectual ambition ‘‘that instinct to 
possess wisdom as His own source of power.” 
He urged Him to jump off the pinnacle of the 
Temple, both to prove God’s power to protect 
Him, and to demonstrate His Sonship in a dra- 
matic way before men. It was as though Satan 
required proof of Christ’s divinity, presump- 
tuously suggesting that Christ’s own proof was 
more significant than that provided already by 
God Himself. 

I need not elaborate upon this temptation as 
it occurs and exists among us. We recognize 
it every time we in honor prefer ourselves 
among us. We know it when we add titles 
and distinctions of our own devising, as though 
contemptuously scrapping the honors God has 
chosen to lay upon us. Our pride, our vain 
glory, our seeking after places and prominence, 
our disregard for the less fortunate, our scorn 
of the “publican and sinner,” these are the 
telltale manifestations of the inroads the 
temptation of intellectual ambition has made 
upon us. 

If we frankly call a spade a spade and are 
ready to acknowledge our weaknesses against 
which these manifold temptations direct their 
assault then we can see without difficulty how it 
was that the Scriptures said: “Jesus was one 
who has been tempted in every respect like our- 
selves.” 

Our Victory 

Archer Wallace, in Leaves of Healing, tells 

the well-known story of a boy who lived near 


a ravine and who was greatly interested in the 
echo which followed when he shouted. He 
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was quite convinced that the sound came from 
some other boy who lived there. “There is a 
boy in that ravine,” he told his mother. “When 
I call he answers, and some of the things he 
says are not very nice. He must be a naughty 
boy.” 

How naive, we say; but doesn’t he know that 
the echo will never say nice things until he 
himself does? And yet, we are as naive as 
that boy. For we have all sinned, having 
yielded to the Tempter’s snare, and we do not 
see that it is our yielding, not the Tempter’s 
snare, that sends back that echo sour and dis- 
cordant and full of uncleanness. 

When the Scripture writers penned the ac- 
count of Jesus, they said He went through life, 
meeting the same temptations as we do, but 
His echo always came back clean and undefiled. 
He sinned not! If we allow ourselves to be 
instructed as the Scriptures intended, we will 
see that Jesus did not triumph over temptation 
because He was divine, hence above sinning, 
but because He “approached the throne of 
grace with confidence,” receiving mercy and 
finding grace to help ‘in the hour of need.” 
To use Milton’s fine phrase, Jesus “was no 
carpet knight who never sailied out and saw the 
foe.” He was as much up against life as you 
and IJ are, but He faced life trusting in God's 
care, relying upon God’s guidance, and seeking 
God’s glory. And this is the simple and pro- 


found reason why the New Testament writers. 


agreed so uniformly in saying that while He 
was tempted like we are, yet He sinned not. 

The trouble with us too often is that we 
forget God is on our side. When God is for 
us who can be against us? Forgetting this, we 
think we are fighting our battle alone, uncared 
for and unloved by God. But we are not 
alone. Jesus never forgot that: “I and the 
Father,’’ was His constant acknowledgment of 
God's interest and presence. And Paul at last 
discovered this reality: “No temptation has 
waylaid you that is beyond man’s power; trust 
God, he will never let you be tempted beyond 
what you can stand, but when temptation comes, 
He will provide the way out of it, so that you 
can bear up under it.” 

It was F. B. Meyer who took this Corinthian 
Charter of Victory and said: ‘‘Temptation will 
be an experience of our life to the end. God 
allows us to be tempted that we may step up; 
the devil tempts us that we may step down. 
God allows us to be tempted that, by and 
through the temptation, we may get a new 
apprehension of Christ; the devil tempts us 
that we may deteriorate and degenerate, and 
become corrupt.” 

There is nothing so sweet to the soul as the 
thrill of conquest over temptation. Then it is 
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that in very truth the angels of God seed 
minister unto us. And by the same token the 
is nothing so bitter and empty as the disillusio 
ment that follows in the wake of our yieldi 
to evil. Nothing can remove the feeling” 
frustration and unworthiness, nothing but “t 
mercy and grace’ of God. 4 

One of the most vivid impressions of f 
youth occurred when I was in high school. _ 
was conference time and a great host of Meth 
dist Youth had gathered to hear Bishop He 
derson deliver his stirring address, ‘“Whateve 
Whenever, Wherever Pleases Him.” T 
Bishop stirred my soul that day to dec 
cate myself more purposefully to Christian li 
ing, but Satan was standing by, tempting 
to refrain, promising me all the things | aspir 
to without “the blood, toil and tears.” Wh 
he had ended he gave a great appeal, callir 
upon the young people to step forward in © 
secration. A large number did, but I decline 
acting on Satan’s counsel. I felt uneasy; 
know I was a coward by acting thus. B 
standing in the crowd at the rear of the Chun 
I remained unresponsive. Suddenly I glane 
across the room; at the far side I saw my fath 
on his feet, his eyes anxiously searching 6 
the congregation for me. He knew I was thet 
he longed for me to consecrate my life; wou 
I have the courage and the strength to doi 
The deep yearning of his soul looked out up 
me, hidden as I was in the thick of the crow 
and I found strength to put the devil behit 
me and to step forward for God. 

God is like that, my friends. Comforted | 
our great high priest, Jesus Christ, who symp 
thizes with our weaknesses, we have eve 
reason to triumph over temptation, to prese 
ourselves spotless before God, if we will a 
proach the throne of grace with confidem 
“that we may receive mercy and find grace 
help us in the hour of need.” . 
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A CAPTIVE 
RELEASED 


GORDON W. MATTICE 


lest: Leke 4:19—" 
tives .. 


N THE 11th of December last the 106 
Infantry Division of the United Stat 
Army was in a sector of the Weste 
front, facing Germany, designated as “quiet 
It was holding a sector along the frontier 


. release to the Ca 
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mbourg. Five days later these men of 
Golden Lion Division were struck by an 
che of German steel and fire. The 
nans laid down an earthshaking artillery 
ige. In thirty-five minutes more than one 
lred rounds of German fire landed squarely 
1e midst of the battalion. This was the 
gian Bulge,’ when the Germans broke 
igh. In the battle that followed 416 were 
d, 1,246 were wounded, and over 7,000 
/ missing. 
ne of the soldiers who had been taken 
mer was from our community, and I 
-d with him about two months after he 
been released from the German prison 
>. His face bore marks of his recent ex- 
ences, but there was a glow and light in his 
as he said, “Now I know what we are 
ing for!” 
len have always loved freedom, and fought 
reserve it. A Czecho-Slovakian woman, 
ged in her menial tasks amidst the ruins 
yer much-bombed village expressed in no 
ttain terms her opinion of those who had 
-run her country. Someone hearing her 
. ““Hush—if they hear you they may kill 
” Standing erect, she replied, “Well, I'd 
er die on my feet than live on my knees.” 
this she was speaking for millions of 
dle. It would seem that the history of 
kind is but a long series of struggles to 
free. From the Israelites in Egypt to the 
ent hour, humanity has had to resist 
nts who would enslave them. 
he history of the Christian Church is but 
story of God’s redemption of mankind— 
setting free of those in bondage. Every- 
g in that story leads directly to the Cross, 
ch is the token of God's releasing those 
nd in capitivity. 

When our Lord uttered the words of 
text he spoke a welcome and a long 
ited word. The people to whom He came 
been under Roman oppression for many 
ng, weary year. He came to set men free, 
not from the political bondage of Rome, 
from what Rome was based upon—pride, 
ance, selfishness. He came to set men 
from a greater bondage—Sin. No Nazi 
ery has been more destructive to the body, 
d and soul than has Sin. 
‘hose who heard His message, responded 
Tis call, obeyed His truths found that they 
freedom indeed. They knew the literal 
‘ness of his words, “If the Son therefore 
1 make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 
I Notice that these words were not ad- 
sed merely to a local situation, and a need 
hose in that far-off day, but to a universal. 
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Wherever Christianity has gone it has 
brought freedom, for His truth truly makes 
men free. Men are bound and need libera- 
tors. John Oxenham, writing of David Liv- 
ingston says of him: 


“To lift the sombre fringes of the Night, 

To open lands long darkened to the Light, 

To heal grim wounds, to give the blind new sight, 
Right mightily wrought he... . 


He passed like light across the darkened land, 
And dying, left behind him this command, 
‘The door is open! So let it ever stand!’ 

Full mightily wrought he... .” 


Livingston was seeking to fulfill the pro- 
gram of our Lord, announced in the words of 
our text. And the Church, if it is to be true to 
its mandate, must seek to preach the glorious 
gospel of release to the captives of Sin. 

Our task to-day as Churchmen is to set 
men free. We are engaged in a mighty con- 
flict to set men free politically, but what will 
it avail if we leave men still in their sins? 

Men in the armed forces are concerned not 
only about winning the military victory, but 
the peace as well. One finds much unrest 
among the service men, who will tell you, 
“this is only a war of economics—we are to 
die that somebody can get rich.” Some of 
them see clearly the trends among nations to 
seek peace, but are unwilling unconditionally 
to surrender some of those things that must be 
given up if an abiding peace is to be won. 
An editorial writer in L7fe magazine writes, 
“The trouble is that although all the nations 
desire peace and are willing to negotiate in- 
definitely, none of them is willing to sacrifice 
any important national interest to that desire. 
In all the conscientious compromising at San 
Francisco, no nation has yet traded away any 
important part of its precious sovereign rights. 
Nor will they.” Such realistic words should 
be pondered deeply. 

Chaplain Philip J. Allen has written an 
epic poem, titled, “Gentlemen Who Plan the 
Peace,” and in part he says, 


“They talk of freedom, justice and release, 

The gentlemen on top who plan the peace, 

Of jobs for all, of world-wide common good, 
Of freedom too from want, and brotherhood, 
Of snapping chains and breaking bands of steel 
Of those enslaved, the suffering men who feel 
The crushing hoof of brother-man turned beast. 
These gentlemen are now prepared to feast 
When V-day dawns and hard-earned victory comes 
With blare of bugles timed to beating drums. 


What know these gentlemen who plan the peace 
Of front-line fire? Why don’t they cease 

Their arm-chair strategy, wake up and look 
Into the heart of GI Joe who shook 

With hellish terror when a hand-grenade 
Blasted to bits his buddy in the shade? 
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Friend Joe could tell these gentlemen who talk 
Of peace with fervor.... 

Of pain he’s felt, and tell them even more; 
That peace is purchased only with great cost, 
That without sacrifice the peace is lost. 

Plan as they will, and execute each plan, 

Their plans will fail unless they plan for man— 
For every man, whatever race or creed, 

Color or class, and help him in his need— 
Unless those plans embrace all people's good 
They'll turn to ashes, mocking brotherhood. 


He is blind indeed, who cannot see that this 
tells us what they—the service men are asking 
of the Church. We must not fail them now! 
Let us with renewed vigor “publish the glad 
tidings, the tidings of redemption and release.” 

We sometimes forget that when we cele- 
brate the release from sin, made possible by 
the death of Christ, that we are to bring our 
lives into captivity to Christ in loving and 
devoted service that we may be co-workers 


- 
with Him in the fulfilling of His objective 
announced in Luke 4. 4 

When I was talking with my young frien 
about his release from the German prise 
camp, I almost leaped out of my chair whe 
in response to the question, “when were ye 
released?” he told me that early on Goce 
Friday the rescue squad stood around fl 
walls of the stockade and set them free. FE 
said, “I'll never forget that day—and Ti 
mighty glad -that it was on Good Friday, i 
it reminds me of the fact that on the fir 
Good Friday, Jesus died to set all men fre 
from their sins.”’ ; 

Every true Christian should have had th 
joyous experience, and in token of his grat 
tude give himself wholeheartedly to the servic 
of the One who died to make us free. 


———$ <_< 


THUS SAITH THE LORD 


EDWARD CLARK 


Text: God be merciful to me a sinner—Luke 
gels. 


HE prophetic tradition goes back a great 
many years in Hebrew literature. Even 


before the establishment of the kingdom 


there were men who were known as prophets. 
So filled with conviction were they that in 
their style of speaking they proclaimed it as: 
“Thus saith the Lord.” 

There was not a large number of these— 
Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea and a few 
others, but their quality makes up for the lack 
of quantity. They were primarily concerned 
with the evils of their own day, the immorality, 
drunkenness, dishonesty, natmnal hypocrisy, 
economic injustice, and the wide-spread indif- 
ference of supposedly religious people.  Per- 
haps the prophetic insights which these men 
had were not as extraordinary as they some- 
times seem. Given the immoral conditions 
which existed, a man of insight could easily 
divine the direction in which the tide was 
flowing, and thus draw conclusions with a 
fair degree of accuracy. Most of these men 
were prophets, not by choice, but by compul- 
sion; and accounts make it quite evident that 
they were unpopular in their own day. Amos 
is a case in point. None the less Amos spoke 
the convictions of his heart and the world 
has been the richer for it. 


East Aurora, N.Y. 
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The style of preaching that was common | 
these prophets is not used in our day, bi 
perhaps it should be reintroduced. Witho 
presuming to match their greatness, and witl 
out laying claim to any special source of info 
mation beyond the powers that God has see 
fit to grant me, I would like to address myse 
to you today in the same manner as an Am 
or an Isaiah might speak if he were alive 
our time. 

Thus saith the Lord: “In the year that Ron 
fell God's littlest prophet was seated in h 
study when there appeared unto him a visio 
And in the vision he was lifted up and take 
to a great city. And the Invisible One who 
name is Holy said, “See, I will show you tl 
degradation of man.’ And suddenly, as if | 
magic, we were in a great room with mu 
people. And the Invisible One whose nan 
is Holy said, “What see ye?” And I answere 
“I see multitudes, young and old, soldier ar 
civilian, debutante and WAC standing at t 
bar of wines and distilled spirits. I see 
more foolish ones drinking champagne.” At 
the Invisible One whose name is Holy sa 
unto me, “What think ye?” And I answer 
and said, ““O Holy and Invisible One, why 
it so? Why has this people, rich with mai 
blessings, blessings never attained in the liv 
of men departed, why have they fallen aw 
from Thee thus to waste their substance af 
consume their lives in folly?” 

And the Invisible One said unto me, ‘TI 
people are the dupes of their own go 
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une. Having been given abundance of 
erial things, they lack the quality of being 
_to live with themselves.” And He said 
» me, “Go tell these people this message 
n the Invisible One whose name is Holy. 
are the people of a goodly land a rich 
tage with many virtues, but ye have lost 
rf sense of values. Because ye have no 
tt purpose beyond yourselves ye think to 
pe by drink and foolishness.’ Tell them 
, Ye think that ye are engaged in a great 
for freedom and equality, and so ye are 
he field of arms, but in the area of life 
are chaining the spirit by habit, ye are 
dering the innocent by accidents, and ye 
killing more each year by your drink than 
before the powerful arm of Mars.’ Say 
9 them, ‘Lift up your heads, oh ye people 
sromise. Lift them up to see the glory of 
path ahead, and cease from walking back 
t the path which you have come. Look! 
the great vision: Life made rich with 
pose, filled with beauty, goodness, and 
ind I answered saying, ‘These things will 
ay in Thy name, even as of old Thy 
phets did speak, but if the people do not 
<en to these words, what then shall I say?” 
ind he whose name is Holy said unto me, 
they will not listen then picture to them 
mill of the gods. Say unto them, ‘Thus 
ll it be with thee also, even as it was in 
lent times, unless ye cease your immoftal 


n the year that armies stormed the fortress 
ope I turned to the Invisible One whose 
1e is Holy, saying, “Tell me of the war 
what its end shall be. And He whose 
1e is Holy gave unto his littlest prophet this 
sage: ‘I have seen your bold strokes, your 
hty armies, your 4,000 ships, and your 
00 planes; I have heard your smooth words 
your pious phrases that sound good and 
in nothing. Thou shalt go forward to win 
this battle of arms, but the price will not 
light. And,” said the Lord, “unless the 
is of brotherhood, cooperation, and equality 
yersonal worth are preached from the house- 
s of every town and hamlet from Bagdad 
Chungking, to Tokyo, to Spokane, to Lon- 
, to Moscow, and from Johannesburg to 
ney, then evil will again fall upon the men 
satth by their own choosing. 
ind then the Invisible Spirit whose name 
Joly said unto me, “Come.” And He took 
up upon an exceedingly high place above 
earth, and we looked down upon all lands. 
1 as we looked I seemed to see a spark 
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flicker and glow and burst into a flame. But 
the flame was cold and chilled to the bone. And 
I said, “Is this not of the flame which Moses 
saw, the flame that burns but does not con- 
sume?’’ And He answered and said, ‘Thine 
eyes have deceived thee. Look again.’”” And 
as I looked I saw that the flame did consume 
as with a very great hunger; and I said, ‘Oh 
Invisible One, what meaneth this flame of 
devastation?” And sadly He replied, “It is 
not of my doing. It is the flame of prejudice, 
hate, and persecution; and it has been lighted 
by men who have regressed to barbarity within 
their souls.” 

And I said, “Where burneth the flame?” 
And He answered, “I will show thee.” And 
He took me by the hand to devastated cities 
in the lands across the water and He said, 
“Here once it burned no more brightly than 
you saw it a moment ago, but the flame was 
fanned until it burst forth across the land, 
and at length it covered the land as the waters 
cover the sea.” 

And I said, “Surely this cannot happen in 
the land of mine upbringing, surely it will not 
leap the broad oceans to strike terror to the 
dwellers of America’s land?’ And He whose 
name is Holy took me by the hand and led 
me back, even directly, to the land of mine 
upbringing. And he took me to a place where 
a river flowed, and the name of the river is 
The Charles. On one side there lay a great 
city called Boston, and on the other the uni- 
versity city of Cambridge. And we descended 
from our lofty height to walk the paths of 
the campus Harvard. 

And there appeared two college boys walking 
toward the river. And as they walked they 
met on the path other boys and younger, of 
high school age. And the younger said, “Are 
ye Jews?’ But there was no reply only the 
hastening of steps. Again the angry cry came. 
“Are ye Jews?” And again no answer came. 
And as I looked I saw the younger pounce 
upon the two boys and beat them with fist 
and stick until they were thoroughly flogged. 

And as I looked the picture gave place to 
the bright cold flame, whose name is prejudice, 
hate, and persecution. 

And we mounted up again above the land 
of mine upbringing until we could compass 
the whole of it in our view, even from Maine 
to California. And I beheld again the flame 
burning as it were on Boston Common itself, 
a stone’s throw from Bunker Hill, the birth- 
place of freedom. 

And the voice of Him whose name is Holy 
came to me saying, ‘Keep not thine eyes fixed 
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on Boston, but look thee out across the length 
and breadth of this land of thine upbringing.” 
And as I looked I shuddered for there was 
scarce a town or hamlet where some spark of 
this cold flame could not be seen. I saw that 
it burned along the Hudson, in the greatest of 
all cities. And in the meadows of New Jersey, 
Americans whose skins were yellow shrank as 
thin men from the flame even as they had been 
forced to do in California. And as I saw the 
bright, devastating flames I thought of the race 
riots of Detroit. I thought of Mississippi and 
the Honorable Bilbo sitting with a fan in his 
hand fanning the flame, making it burn ever 
more brightly across the land of Dixie. I 
thought too, of the thousands of innocent 
Americans who had been forced to sacrifice 
their property and possessions because of the 
brightness of the flame in the land along the 
shore of the ocean to the west that is called 
“peaceful.” 

And with tearful eye and sad heart I turned 
to my escort whose name is Holy, and said, 
“Shall it be even as in Europe that these flames 
shall burst forth and cover the land as the 
waters cover the sea?” 

And He said, ‘It must be so unless the tide 
is turned.” And I answered, “Surely that 
must be done or else the land will become a 
burned out shell, with every man pitted against 
his neighbor. Send me with Thy message that 
I may speak forcibly to this people that they 
may repent of this great sin, and thus quench 
this flame of prejudice, hate, and persecution.” 

And sadly He replied, ‘Repent, ah, but will 
they repent?’ And I said, ‘Surely they must 
when they see the danger of the chilling flame 
and are told of the devastation it has wrought.” 

And He said to me, “Have they not been 
shown even in East Aurora, and have they 
repented ?”” And I bowed my head and became 
as one dumb, for I knew His judgment was 
true. That even in East Aurora, with no race 
problems, we had not extinguished the cold 
flame of prejudice, hate, and persecution. And 
I bowed my head and prayed, ‘‘God be merci- 
ful to me, a sinner.” 

And He said unto me, “Thou who callest 
thyself ‘littlest of the prophets’ go and proclaim 
this message from the Invisible One whose 
name is Holy, proclaim it from the pulpit, 
from the gates of thy house, and in the streets 
of thy village, say that the fire devastates, and 
that it can be extinguished only by kindness, 
love, and understanding within the repentant 
heart.’" And the prophet, even God’s littlest, 
went and spoke as he was told, even as now I 
speak to you: “Thus saith the Lord, Repent!” 
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And the Spirit said unto me, “Dost th 
seek an answer to the problems of thine hea 
and of thy community, and of thy world?” 
will show it thee.” And I saw before me 
group of young men and maidens, boys af 
girls. And I was astonished, for among the 
were the faces of all the youth of mine 4 
quaintance. And as I looked the scene chan, 
ed, the faces became mature, and where befe 
there was one face now there were two. # 
I said to my spirit guide, “What means th 
change? Why have they come two?” 
He answered and said, “One is the face 
the man he can become if he attains the pote 
tial greatness of his life; the other, is wh 
society will force him to become because of 
neglect, its indifference, and ts warped 4 
tudes.” 

And I said, “The vision I have seen. Wh 
message shall I speak?” And He answete 
‘Thus saith the Lord: Youth is the future. — 
thou wouldst build a better world, stay n 
thine hand, nor thine energy, nor thy pocke 
book, but give the a// that the youth of thi 
heart, home and country, may be led into # 
paths of light where dwelleth truth af 
goodness.” 

And I became vexed with my guide and sai 
“Surely we are not guilty of this sin, that y 
have neglected even the fruit of our bodi 
that they should become wayfarers to wo 
against Thy cause?’’ And in quiet patience! 
pulled back a huge curtain and before 
there stretched as far as eye could see a ¥: 
gtoup of boys and girls. And I heard a gre 
noise as their voices came to mine ears, ai 
when I had listened a moment I covered tf 
ears with my hands for what I heard was f 
good but evil. And J said to Him whose nat 
is Holy, ‘Who are these children?” And] 
answered saying, “These are the 13,000,0 
children in America who have not been dray 
into the circle of Christian love.” And as 
looked the scene changed to the familiar § 
roundings of mine own village, and I saw 
smaller group numbering between 500 a 
1,000, and I said, “Who are these?’ But 
need not have asked for I knew that they w 
the hundreds in East Aurora who have 1 
been reached by the Christian forces. A 
again I hung my head and prayed, ‘God 
merciful to me, a sinner, a neglecter.” A 
He laid his hand upon my shoulder and sz 
“Up, littlest prophet. Speak it out.” An 
obeyed saying, even as now I say to y 
“Youth is the future; Youth is the hope of. 
world. Neglect them not. Build with th 
and for them. Thus saith the Lord.” 
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BEING READY 


EDWIN WYLE 


t, “For I am ready to preach the Gospel 
. . It ws the power of God unto salvation 
» every one that believeth.’ — Romans 
715-16. 


f IS said that the great preacher Rowland 
Hill was so troubled by late comers to 
his services that one Sunday morning he 
ed, “‘O Lord bless those mightily who are 
heir places; give grace to those who are on 
t way; and have mercy on those who are 
ing ready to come, and will never arrive.” 
eadiness means being prepared for imme- 
e action. “I am ready,’ was a favorite 
ression of the Apostle Paul. When Paul 
he was ready to preach the gospel in 
ne he was an insignificant Jew who had his 
1 filled with some fantastic nonsense about 
oung visionary whom the procurator of 
a had put an end to, a while ago, in order 
quiet the tubulent province; and he was 
1g into Rome with the notion that his word 
ld shake the power of the Caesars. But 
had a gospel mightier than the empire, and 
experience that made him superior to em- 
ors. So far as worldly possessions were 
cerned he had none save his cloak and his 
ks; his equipment was in himself and HE 
iS READY. 

‘hat fine quality of being ready is illustrated 
the experience of Count Zinzendorf, the 
ler of the Moravian people, whose eager 
otion to Christian Missions surpasses that 
any other church. ‘Are you ready to start 
Greenland to-morrow to preach the Gospel 
‘e?”’ “Yes,” said he, “on one condition 
- the shoemaker has my shoes ready in 
Francis Ridley Havergal once prayed, 
Lord ise me for all that Thou are 
paring for me.” 

‘eadiness is a proof of loyal devotion to a 
se or to a leader; it means such devotion as 
risk anything for the undertaking in hand. 
Means stipulating no conditions, asking for 
assurances or guarantees, but standing 
ly to pursue to a finish any duty that one is 
ed upon to undertake. 

What a lot we are hearing on the streets 
e days concerning the fact of unprepared- 
;. common talk seems to say, “If we had 
y been prepared as our enemies were, if 
were only ready, how different it would 
é been in the early part of the war.” We 
never thought it necessary to have carved 


=a had 
ws 


h Butler, N. Y. 
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upon our national escutcheon READY, AYE 
READY. 

The Apostle Paul had earned the right to 
have this motto inscribed upon his shield, 
“I AM READY TO SUFFER FOR THE 
CAUSE OF. CHRIST,” “I AM READY TO 
PREACH.” That was the brave attitude, ready 
to go, ready to dare, ready to follow to the 
uttermost, claiming no exemption from pains 
and penalties. When he lined up with Jesus 
Christ he cast away every consideration of 
safety and self-regard, henceforth he — was 
Christ’s man. 

But what was this Gospel that Paul was 
ready to preach? What was its irreducible 
minimum? You will find it written in the 
fifteenth chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians. It was not a statement of prin- 
ciples but A RECORD OF FACTS. Things 
that had really happened in this world of ours. 
“Brethren I declare to you the Gospel—how 
that Christ died—according to the Scriptures. 
Great facts, without which Christ is a shattered 
prop, and “ye are yet in your sins.” 

I plead for no narrow interpretation of the 
phrases that I have used here. There is room 
for a whole world of thought in the Gospel 
of Christ as Paul preached it, for he declares 
that the Cross of Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation. Rome is high in Force; Athens 
is higher still in Art and Culture; but above 
all towers the Cross, and yet it comes shrouded 
in weakness, but that power that is draped in 
weakness is power indeed. 

And then, lastly, “I am ready to be offered 
up.” No one can better express the confidence 
and courage which the Apostle Paul shared 
with such as feel unconcerned as to when or 
how the final summons may come. The one 
concern of life is to be ready for it whenever 
it may come. It is a great thing to have no 
arrears to make up, and to have the quiet 
satisfaction that enabled the apostle to say that 
he had fought a good fight to the end, he 
had run the race to the finish, and was ready 
to make his departure unafraid. So gazing at 
his long life’s work which is now nearly done, 
he looks even on death with the thought and 
feeling which Jesus Christ had given him. He 
believed that Christ had abolished death, how- 
ever the physical portion of it might still 
master his body, and so he finishes with hope 
and courage, with confidence and joy, for 
Paul had discovered that the test of fellowship 
with God is not alone warmth of devotion, 
but knowing Him by keeping His command- 
ments. Have you this readiness? Do you 
stand waiting and watching, at His gate, 
GIRDED AND SHOD? 
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OUTLINES 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER, D.D. 


God’s Thoughts for Today’s Troubles 


For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, saith the Lord; thoughts of peace and not 
of evil, to give you hope in your latter end. 

—Jer. 29:11 


Are the thoughts of God Almighty of im- 
portance in these troubled times? Our states- 
men and political leaders are pressing all minds 
and talents into winning the war; and we 
would sound no vote of dissent from that 
worthy aim. Yes, we are thankful that wisdom 
and rare thinking are being concentrated upon 
this unaparalleled crisis; which concerns 
righteousness, honor and world peace. But, is it 
a presumption to lift our attention, above earth 
planning, to the atmosphere of the Supreme 
Planner? That was the ancient Prophet's special 
mission—to discern the divine relations to the 
human, even in troublous times. He found— 

(1) That God Almighty was thinking; as 
He has always been, from the beginning; and 
that His thoughts emerge in constructive and 
rational achievement. Sir James Jeans, keen 
observer of the stars, deduces the principle that 
the Universe was a great thought, before it 


became the cosmic mechanism of stellar sys- 


tems. Jeremiah saw a great thought back of the 
catacylsmic shocks and upheavals of his coun- 
trymen—vehicle of the unique idea disclosing 
the Jehovah God. After many centuries, he 
still felt the throb of personality in the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; whose purpose 
forecast a “latter end,” both peaceful and 
wholesome. 

(2) Divine thoughts may be identified; if 
we are conscientiously in search of ‘‘the will of 
God,”’ Mr. Gladston once was asked, ‘What is 
the real issue of the day?” He answered, ‘The 
Will of God.’ If present-day statesmen and 
citizens can forget personal ambitions long 
enough to ‘‘search with all your heart” (vs. 13) 
they may become aware of Supreme thinking 
which is not only constructive but sympathetic. 

(3) Such sincerity can be both unselfish and 
patient; waiting for an unfolding at the “latter 
end.” It has been said “that we won the last 
war, and Jost the peace’’—all because of short- 
sighted aims and selfish purposes. One of the 
significant symptoms of world thinking today, 
already, is—how shall we plan helpfully for 
“after the war.’ Here, the same prophetic con- 
sciousness, which inspired Jeremiah, should be 
nurtured by the church and her leaders. 
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“I will not make trouble my jailer and my 4 

But will step forth to victory, through eve 
failure’s gate.” 

Jer. 7:1-34; 7:5-7. Heb. 10:26-39; 103 

34. . 


Stable Building For Unstable Times — 


Laborers together with God . . . God 
building . . . Other foundation can no m: 
lay than . . . Jesus Christ .. . Any man m, 
build thereon—gold, silver, precious ston 
(or) wood, hay stubble. Every man’s wo: 
shall be tried . . . Ye are the temple of Ge 
.. . the Spirit of God dwelleth in you—I Co 
3:9-16a. ; 

Here is a workable, comprehensive buildis 
plan, covering details from Foundation to fin 
glorious usefulness. It was elaborated in ; 
age of restless uncertainty and superficial t 
ligion (note Paul’s sharp rebuke to the Co 
inthians). Yet it offers sound advice for th 
unsound and disturbed civilization toda’ 
stable building for unstable times. 

I. An emergency remedy for an unprec 
dented situation; for surely there never h 
been a time when all nations, along with bot 
intelligence and resources of all civilize 
peoples, have been turned resolutely towas 
channels of destruction and murder. Paul w 
not a pacifist; for this advice is “emergeng 
advice designed to strengthen morale and © 
viction for every trying adversity or hindrance 
Contrast the vast constructive plans—WPz 
CCC, etc—of the last decade in America wii 
the policy of both Canada and the Unite 
States today. 

II. Paul's suggestion is not mere hum: 
philosophy, appealing to reason for argument 
sake. It touched the profound depths of beir 
and was grounded in a divine plan. The LIE 
of Christ as a foundation is offered as a LI 
ING basis, for spiritual ends. Here is a “ne 
order’’ transcending all commercial and e€¢ 
nomic catch phrases. 

III. Paul had tried it and had observed | 
efhicacy in others. It had changed the errati 
bitter and intolerant Saul of Tarsus into # 
fervent charitable and neighborly Paul. | 
could we say today; if there had been 10,0 
Kagawas in Japan, instead of one zealo 
Christian, there would have been no war 
Asia; if there had been 100,000 Martin Ni 
moellers in Germany, and another 10,01 
Francis of Assisis in Italy and another 10,0 
Peter Waldo’s in France,—Europe would n 
be the shambles it is today. Most of the 
countries were nominally Christian; not 
the Foundation entirely but building wi 

(Continued on page 380) 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Wm. J. Hart, D.D. 


it the Car Needed 

~ 3:11. “He will baptize you with the 
oly Spirit” (Moffatt). 

clergyman from Nebraska was out riding 
a brother minister, and when in the open 
try the automobile stopped. The owner 
he car got out, fussed around with the 
neto, and almost everything else. Half 
10ur was spent in this manner, and no 
Sle was detected. Finally it occurred to 
driver to look in the gas tank. It was 
ty! He couldn’t go, for no power could 
leveloped. The Christian or the church 
have much else in the form of equipment 
service. But the Holy Spirit is needed to 
urt final efficiency. 


at Happened When 

- Holy Spirit Took Possession 

ft. 3:11. “He shall baptize you with the 
oly Ghost, and with fire.” 


ishop Eben S. Johnson, of Africa, said that 
n the nineteen hundredth anniversary of 
ecost was being approached (in 1930) 
began to talk in the Conferences of the 
hodist Episcopal Church about the Holy 
it, and his availability in the present cen- 

Preachers and churches were expectant; 
remarkable changes were made in men and 
en. The native ministry came under the 
ence .of the Holy Spirit, ‘Missionaries 
> also changed in their outlook, and like- 
in their intensity of love for the natives. 
ré was no longer any formality about their 
<. These men recognized that they were 
ambassadors of God. “Under the powet 
he Spirit they were possessed of a burning 
ion; and it made a tremendous difference.” 


cepts of Jesus Would End War 

k 9:50. “And have peace one with an- 
‘her.’ 

1 England some pacifists were on trial at 
Mansion House, and the Public Prose- 
r in a moment of inspired indignation 
“If all the world thought as you do, war 
ld be impossible!” And the utter horror 
his tone showed what an_ inconceivable 
nity he thought a watless world would 
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Pl NEW HYMNALS 
ewe \\ STIR ZEAL 


Fresh, crisp hymnbooks stimu- 
\ \\ late spiritual expression and 
\\ religious revival. Let ‘‘Devo- 


Serving Churches half a century en- 
ables us to help you select the best book for your 
Church.*Devotional Hymns’’—288 pp.. lacquered 
cloth binding per 100 not prepaid, $50.00, bristol 
covers, $32.00, Other song books $12.50 per 100 up. 


@ For returnable samples write name and address in margin, in- 
dicate type of book needed. Give Church and Denom, 


HOP PUBLISHING 


COMPANY. 
5701-K5 West Lake St., Chicago 44, III. 


Send a Postal Today for Your First FREE Copy of 


THE BPASTOR’S HELPER 


A monthly house organ designed to aid the busy 
pastor with timely copy suggestions for bulletins, ser- 
mons and the like. It offers free classified advertising 
service for pastors. You'll even appreciate the firm 
pavettnements which will offer many seasonal suggestions 
O you. 


The copies will be punched to fit a loose leaf binder 
as you will want to make a permanent record of these 
monthly issues. 


There is no charge. Just ask to have your name 
placed on our regular mailing list. 


H. WILBUR POLSON 


Printed Supplies for Churches and Pastors 
2400-B N. Twelfth St., Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin 
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McCARTHY & SIMON: 


ESTABLISHED 1912 


CLARKS _ UNITYPE 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
> 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 
MEMORIAL GIFT PLATES 


W. L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc 
$2 LAFAYETTE STREET _I/lowu/uhue NEW YORK 13. 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Jesus, too, sank beneath the weight of his Cross. 
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The precepts of Jesus put into practice 
would bring the wars of the world to an 
end.—Prof. D. A. Hayes, in “The Heights of 
Christian Living.” 


Cromwell’s Soldier’s Bible 
jie 1272), “Ho guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” 


Oliver Cromwell made a curious compilation 
of the passages in Holy Scripture which he 
deemed useful to his famous Ironsides and he 
published it as The Soldier's Pocket Bible. It 
is an interesting fact that he quotes one hun- 
dred and twelve verses from the Old Testa- 
ment and only eight from the New Testament. 
The apologists for war have to go to the Old 
Testament for their fireworks. They cannot 
find anything like a sufficient basis for their 
preaching in the teachings of Jesus.—Prof. D. 
A. Hayes, in “The Heights. of Christian Liv- 
ne 


The Itluminated Face 
Rev. 1:16. “His countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength.” 


Henry Drummond was one of those men 
whose very face, with its inner light of Christ, 
shed a radiance round him everywhere he 
went. I have met those who lived with him, 


and I have seen their own eyes light up with’ 


joy as they have spoken about his goodness. 
One who knew him very intimately said to me: 
“IT have only known one man whom I could 
call Christlike in the deepest sense of the word, 
and that was Henry Drummond.” — From 
“Christ in the Silence” by C. F. Andrews, 
(Abingdon). 


The Unconquerable Spirit. 
I John 5:4. “This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.” 


A London physician who has the deter- 
mined spirit which characterizes his profes- 
sion was bombed out four times on the same 
street, and then opened a new surgery. The 
story was sent to the New York Times, though 
the name of the doctor and the street in 
which he had his remarkable experiences were 
not given. But the circumstances of which he 
was a victim were revealed at a meeting of the 
London Insurance Committee. 

This dauntless practitioner had a surgery 
which was totally demolished. Promptly he 
secured accommodations in the same street, and 
six weeks later these premises were damaged 
beyond repair. 
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Again in the same street he opened an 
surgery, and by spring that also was wre 
and he lost all his furniture, drugs and medic 
records. The practitioner's home in the nei 
borhood was also destroyed. 

A fourth surgery was secured on the 
street, where he always carried on his 
tice. To the committee he reported his d 
mination not to give up while a place™ 
mained available to him in the particul 
street with which his work had been , 
ciated. : 

The committee sent him 4n expression 
its sympathy in his repeated misfortunes; ai 
also expressed admiration of his na 
efforts to provide treatment for his ins 
patients. 

The unconquerable spirit was displ 
when this heroic doctor, undismayed by 
bombing of three offices and a home, yet co 
tinued his work on the same street. 


lateness 


A Lovely Face 


+ 
Neh. 8:10. “The joy of the Lord is yo 
strength.” } 
Lady Tennyson had a lovely face. | 
the scornful housemaid, who contemptuous 
referred to her master, the poet, as “only 
public writer,” said of her mistress, 0.4 
is an angel.” Tennyson himself remarked 
night to a friend, after his wife had gone 
bed, “It is a tender, spiritual face.” Her loo 
matched her spirit, and her sanctity was Ov 
standing even in an age of formal goodm 
She knew the use of imagination in praj 
She told her husband once: “When I pre 
I see the face of God smiling upon me—} 
a Sangster in The Methodist Recorder, Ip 
On. 


4 


MAN’S INNER SELF 


Man’s inner self is templed 
On a cloistered, sacred height 7 
In more than earthly beauty, ; 
Bright with more than earthly light. : 


From solitude and silence 
No intruder ever mars, 

He gains a mystic wisdom, 
And a nearness to the stars. 


He hears there sweeter music 
Than the masters ever played, 
And sees the finer picture 
Every artist would have made. 


. 
eater: qe +8 samt 


And there, in meditation, 
As if mirrored, he can see 

A shining, clear reflection 
Of what God would have him be. ! 


—Eleanor Gerrard 
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DREN’S PARABLE STORY-SERMONS 

ugh T. Kerr, D.D. Revell. 128 pp. $1.50. 

Kerr has been writing story-sermons for ch'ldren 

ore than thirty years and is a specialist in this 
His first book of sermons for children is still in 

id, as well as his succeeding volumes. 

this his latest book, he has undertaken the very 

It task of rendering the Parables of our Lord in 

lern setting and made to apply to today, so that 

hild can grasp the one central truth Jesus in- 

d to convey. Dr. Kerr has succeeded in doing 

vith rare skill. 

isters, teachers, parents and workers with children 

oung people should secure this book because here 

le teaching at its best.—J. J. Sessler. 


JCIFIED THE LORD ; 

_R. Belter. Lutheran Literary Board, Burlington, 
124 pp. Cloth. No price given. 

s; is a series of forty short meditations on the 

mn of eur Lord, trying to show that the sin of 

ixion rests upon each one of us. They are well 
and from them one may obtain both ideas and 

ation—W. R. Siegart. 


T FROM THE OLD FOR A NEW ORDER 

allas C. Baer. Lutheran Literary Board, Burling- 
owa. 258 pp. Cloth. No price given. 

s is a series of sermons on the Eisenach series of 
‘estament lessons. This volume covers the church 
from the First Sunday in Advent to the Sunday 
the Ascension. A second volume, completing the 
h year, is contemplated. This is the eleventh 
ie of sermons from the author’s pen.—W. R. Sie- 


[IM OR VICTOR 

i by Paul Zeller Strodach. United Lutheran Pub- 
m House, Philadelphia. 210 pp. Cloth. $2.00. 
s is the fifth in a series of Lenten sermons, the 
being annual. The preachers have been chosen 
nine States and one Canadian Province. The title 
m, which is the Good Friday sermon, is that of 
aul Scherer of New York. There are sermons for 
Sunday of Lent, the days of Holy Week and 
r. There are also meditations on the seven words 


the cross. Preachers will find here new inspira- 
for this season of the year.—W. R. Siegart. 
VICTORY OF THE CROSS 

reorge Taylor, Jr. Revell, New York. 96 pp. 


No price given. 
s the author’s belief that the seven words from 
ross give a complete picture of His own religious 


ience. With that idea in mind this book of 
n meditations was written. It is a new ap- 
h and some will want to investigate it—W. R. 
at. 

SEAMLESS ROBE 

arah Cleghorn. Macmillan. 163 pp. $2.00. 


lot of the Smiths and Joneses would be a happier 
if, believing in Lovingkindness, “‘the homelike 
for God,” they endeayored to put such a belief 
yractice in life’s varied phases. This is the theme 
yped with quiet yet telling eloquence in “The 
ess Robe’, by a writer who exhibits insight and 
ithy, and who keeps close to reality. 

the chapter, “Why Not Preach Lovingkindness?” 


suggested that ministers preach Lovingkindness 
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in two sermons out of three. Readers of the book, b 
clergy and laity, will be more than ever convinced # 
the universal need is to be good to one another.—P, 


Re Kirts. 


THE BUILDING OF JALNA 
By Mazo De La Roche. Little, Brown. 366 pp. $2.50 

This is the ninth book the author has written ab 
the Whiteoak family. In reality it should have b 
the first one instead of the ninth, for it goes back 
the year 1850, When Adeline and Philip Whiteoak 
turned to England from India, determined to settle 
the virgin country of Canada. 

The Atlantic crossing is made by sail boat, a gn 
adventure in those days. Then the journey continy 
inland by barge and stage-coach. Finally, the arm 
on the shore of Lake Ontario, where Jalna (named | 
the military post where Captain Whiteoak had beens 
tioned in India) was to be built. 

Throughout the Building of Jalna we follow w 
great interest the life of the family, their love, th 
their humor, and their loyalty to one. 
other. Their spiritual life is not neglected, for 1 
book closes with the building of a church in wh 
Sunday services are held, children christened and w 
dings performed. 

A fine portrait of the building of a family.—J. 
Sessler. 


jealousies, 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Company. $2.00. 

“Peloubet’s Select Notes’ for teachers and students 
the International Bible Lessons maintains the same h 
standard of the previous volumes which have been Si 
a welcome aid to teachers of the Uniform Lesson Se 
in Church Schools large and small down through © 
years. 

The author evidences exhaustive reading of Bible Ct 
mentaries. Naturally, as would be expected, the int 
pretations and conclusions reflect the conservative Vi 
point in Bible teachings. The helps suggested for tea 
ers, however, are particularly practical. The maps p 
sented are of a high order. Though some of the] 
tures of traditional Bible sites might not be accepted 
historic by modern archaeologists, that fact does > 
vitally detract from the usefulness of the book to m 
teacher’ of the Uniform Series. My study at the Am 
can School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem revea 
to me how much which scholars label as traditional 
labelled as historic by many Bible students, especia 
those with conservative bias. 

The lessons for the Uniform Series for 1945 are ba: 
upon the Gospel of Matthew in the first quarter, | 
Drama of Bible History in the second quarter, the Be 
of Genesis in the third quarter, and “The Christ 
and His Relationships” in the fourth quarter. The! 
for the last quarter will prove to be the m 
interesting to most teachers and students.—Roy C. E 
fenstein, ; 
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Here is an excellent little book devoted to — 
quickening of one’s knowledge of the hymns of | 


Church. The author has proceeded on the basis t 
the popular quiz method will develop greater inter 
in and understanding of the beloved songs of Christ 
dom than a straight narrative. He has prepared 
long and varied series of questions from every an 
relating to our hymns. Some of the questions © 
easily handled by the most modest among us; oth 
require more expert background and more familia 
than the average church member possesses, 

This book provides a new and attractive sourceb 
for entertainment and fun in all sorts of grov 


The Exposit 


Class meetings, family circles, Youth groups, 
y Evening Hymn-sings, ete: With ingenuity and 
ion the questions can be lined up with unending 
and pleasure to all who participate in the 
essions. 

insure accuracy in answers the author lists the 
t one for every question. It is a most useful 
and ought to be secured and widely used in 
congregation.—John W. McKelvey. 


GS IMPORTANT 
urwin Xavier Gass.: W. A. Wilde Co. $1.50. 
stians ought to hold certain convictions and they 
to be able to state a reason for their faith. In 
ttle book the convictions of the Christian religion 
nm review. Part one, deals with the way of The 
Part two, the seven words from the Cross. 
three is a detailed statement of Christian belief. 
four is a discussion of prayer based upon the 
prayer of Jesus. 
author has done a careful piece of work which 
i be helpful to laymen as well as ministers. For 
le, Chapter three is titled “When is a Cross a 
* He brushes aside many things people call 
s and shows: 1. Jesus’ Cross was a result of 
ice. 2. He accepted it willingly. 3. It was for 
thy purpose. 4. It was the result of an unfailing 
in God. These messages were not jotted down 
wturday night. They show careful study.—C. F. 
ng. 
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fAAIC AND THE ANCIENT EASTERN CUSTOMS. 
porge M. Lamsa. Holman. 630 pp. $3.75. 
author, a native Assyrian, has published Aramaic 
ation of the New Testament and the Psalms as 
as a Commentary on the Gospels. This volume 
etes the New Testament. It is not a verse-by- 
commentary, but rather an exposition of selected 

There is also an introduction to each book. 

familiar with the author’s translation will recall 
interesting changes and suggestions, such as the 
e from ‘camel’ to “trope” in Matthew 19:24. Dr. 
h Fort Newton says in a foreword: “Often a 

word in its Aramaic meaning, or some custom 

liliar to the West, is like a candle set down along- 
; text, lighting up its real meaning.’’ He changes 
k’ to “Aramean” in many of the texts; “that is, 
ns, who lived in Syria, close to Palestine. Many 
‘se people had intermarried with the Jews.” Again, 
2 your feet shod” is an Eastern saying which 
;-‘‘be alert or in constant vigilance.’ Evidently, 
preparation of the gospel of peace’ (Ephesians 
-16) was not a pair of bedroom slippers, but 
r “combat shoes.’’ Consider the passage I Corin- 
; 5:7-8: ‘‘Leaven’ is an Aramaic idiom meaning 
ing’.’”’ The volume will provide a host of sermon- 
rs, as well as material for textual and expository 
ns.—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


SED ~ 
._ B. Ost. Published by author. 186 pp. Paper; 75c. 
title: “The Devil’s Lie No. One.” ‘This booklet 
ins the edited message of two . . . lectures on the 
ditional so-called ‘eternal security’ doctrine and 
on.’ The lectures comprise the author’s one-sided 
yversy with some evangelist who proclaimed “A 
- once saved by the Lord can never, never be 
To those interested and engaging in theological 
yversy the booklet will provide lots of material.— 
Tait Paterson. 


return mail’ orders can be filled only when 
ne else has been on the job months in advance. 
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From the Enemy 
(Continued from page 358) 


you have something dangerous on your hands! 
Contrast that with the lackadaisical indifference 
of a “Christian’’ parent in America who re- 
marked to a pastor, “I never interfere with 
my children’s religion. If they want to attend 
Sunday School and join the Church, that’s their 
business!’’ Because many thousands of parents 
in democratic America were saying that in the 
late 20’s and early 30’s, we gave hostages to 
the enemy. Great Master, you were dead right 
in what you said long ago. 


III 

We pause to glance at still one other aspect 
of the enemy’s strategy for world conquest: 
Namely, that his strategy is one of action and 
initiative. He strikes fast and hard. He 
doesn’t wait to be attacked: He attacks! ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor.” Cedric Foster, noted 
political analyst, told an audience not long 
since that while tired democratic and Christian 
“liberals” were preoccupied with the World 
Baseball Series, the stock market, or the latest 
styles in dress, the enemy of Christianity sat 
up into the wee hours, a map of the world 
spread out before him, deliberately planning 
and outlining his campaign for conquest. This 
kind of paganism is dynamic and has a time 
table. Even a casual reading of Mein Kampf 
attests that fact. In that “Battle Hymn’’ of 
Naziism, Hitler outlined his goals and then 
with incredible cunning set about to realize 
them: the evacuation of the Ruhr; the re- 
mobilization of the Reich army; the Anschluss 
with Austria; the seizure of Czechoslovakia, 
etc. This happened until, at long last, the 
people of the liberty loving nations of the 
earth roused themselves out of their stupor, 
their false complacency, their smug_ isola- 
tionism, and met attack with attack. In all 
of this we are of course not advocating a 
swaggering militarism. What we are pleading 
for is a militant faith making itself felt 
through a militant church. We need to be 
reminded in this day of clashing loyalties, 
faiths, religions, that as Christians the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual, 
and mighty through God unto the pulling 
down of strongholds of evil! To strike out 
and take the initiative-—+that is the immemorial 
strategy of Christianity. It is as old as the 
Master and the Apostles. What is Christianity 
other than this: God Himself, getting on the 
inside of our sinful, bedraggled humanity in 
Jesus Christ? God taking the initiative in 
redemption, healing the sick, cleansing the 
leper heart, comforting the bereaved. The Son 


Page 380 


q 
? 


of the Most High God comes to earth 
“unsheath a sword.” It is David Livingste 
in the dark heart of Africa, saying: “The € 
of the geographical feat is the beginning” 
the missionary enterprise.’ It’s Adoni. 
Judson writing from the Burmese prison, 
say, “The outlook is as bright as the promi 
of God.” Its St. Paul looking all the ¥ 
from Palestine to pagan Rome, with de 
Gospel yearning, “I must also see Rome 
Yes, it is the Captain of our salvation dire 
ing his disciples’ attention to the very @& 
of the earth, commanding them, “Go ye 
all the world and bear your Christian w 
ness,—and I will be with you.” Maltbie Be 
cock used to say that Jesus promised but tht 
things to His followers: That they would 
utterly fearless, that they would be ridiculow 
happy, and that they would get into troub 
Enough that it is so! : 
It’s time for the Christian Enterprise to c 
clare total war on total evil. On_ hatte 
cruelty and lust, unbridled ambition, at lar; 
On spiritual inertia, sloth and indifferen 
within its own ranks! Yes, it’s time for eve 
professed follower of the Christ to take 
arms. We were meant to be soldiers ont 
initiative. The next twenty-five years will t 
the story of either our fidelity or infideli 
our courage or our cowardice to Christ a 
His Cause. History itself waits the makin 
Meanwhile, it is as true now as in the day 
the Burmese missionary, that “the outl 
as bright as the promises of God!” 


Stable Building 
(Continued from page 374) 


“wood, hay stubble,” instead of “‘gold, silv 
precious stones.” (V. 12) 

IV. Nor can “Christian’’(?) America he 
her head very high; since it took the shock 
Pearl Harbor to shake our warring and self 
factions (labor, big business, agriculture, pe 
ticians and veterans organizations) into at 
thing like a united country, defending equali 
liberty and justice. The first benefit of tl 
dark age is the apparent note of unselfish « 
secration now being sounded by veteran 
tictans and formerly self-centered labor leac 


We would be building; temples still undone 
O’er crumbling walls, their crosses scatc 
lift; 
Waiting till love can raise the broken stone 
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